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You have made known 
to me the path of life 
PS. 16:11 
Training and supporting 
volunteer workers in the church 
by Sandi Hannigan 
The farmer responded, "But this is 
God's seed and God's earth. I just 
plant the seeds and leave the rest up 
to him." 
To which the friend concluded, 
"And if you don't receive a harvest, 
whose fault will it be? Will you 
blame the Lord or will it be your 
fault because you didn't adequately 
prepare and care for the crop?" 
Application to our service 
The truths of this parable may be 
applied to our service in the church. 
Have you ever heard someone say, 
"I just teach the Word and leave the 
results up to God! If I study the ways 
people learn and receive training to 
improve my teaching skills, I am 
minimizing the work of the Holy 
Spirit!" In essence these "planters" 
are doing nothing to prepare and 
care for their crops. 
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Leadership 
training is 
crucial to the 
life and well-
being of our 
people and 
congregations 
A parable of a farmer 
A parable is told about a farmer 
who went out to his grassy, hard-
packed pasture and scattered wheat 
seed from early morning until late at 
night. A friend passing by asked, 
"What in the world are you doing? 
You'll never get a crop that way! 
You shouldn't be planting wheat on 
hard-packed ground!" 
To this the farmer replied, "Oh, 
yes, 111 get a crop. You see, this is 
God's seed and God's good earth. 
He'll look after it all." 
But his friend answered, "What 
you are doing is presuming upon 
God. You need to plow and cultivate 
the soil, then seed and fertilize." 
Sandi Hannigan is the Associate for Field 
Services for the Canadian Board for Con-
gregational Life. 
If we encourage people to serve 
without adequate training, we are 
guilty of being irresponsible stewards. 
Leadership training is crucial to the 
life and well-being of our people and 
congregations. God is honored when 
his servants are properly trained for 
their place of ministry in the body of 
Christ. Unfortunately, we often 
spend more time and energy recruit-
ing workers than we do training and 
supporting them. It is not enough to 
"bring them in" (recruitment). We 
must be "bringing them up" (train-
ing and supporting) with just as 
much fervor and zeal! 
The benefits of 
training volunteers in the church 
One of the motivating forces be-
hind a training program is recogniz-
ing the benefits of properly trained 
workers. Whether these workers be 
ushers, Sunday school teachers, club 
leaders, or youth advisors, the bene-
fits are well worth the effort! Let me 
share just five positive outcomes of 
training workers. 
1. Training produces a greater 
maturity in our workers (i.e., greater 
effectiveness in leading—spiritually, 
socially, intellectually, and physically) 
2. Trained leaders are capable of 
training others. 
3. Trained leaders feel more con-
fident and serve with greater en-
thusiasm. 
4. Trained leaders have more re-
sources that will make them less 
likely to "burn out." 
5. Trained leaders sense a deeper 
commitment to the church and its 
ministries. 
Training leaders who 
"don't have time!" 
Recently, a Christian education 
director shared this thought with 
me. "I have such a hard time finding 
enough people for the leadership of 
our programs. I have to make the 
responsibility sound as easy as pos-
sible if I want them to say yes. If I 
ever mentioned that there would be 
training and meetings for them to 
attend as well, they'd never consider 
the job!" 
continued on page 5 
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Orange. Green. Blue. Yellow. 
Striped. A badge on the sleeve. A 
crest on the lapel. A red cross on the 
arm band. Volunteers! I admire 
them! I appreciate their dedication 
and their motivation. I try to express 
my encouragement to them in a 
word of praise, a smile, or a note. 
Since no one is forced to be a 
disciple of Christ, we willingly be-
come his followers. He calls; we 
respond. He is the Master; we are the 
servants. When we become Chris-
tians, we voluntarily enter into a life 
of discipleship. We become Chris-
tian volunteers. A volunteer enters 
into service by his or her own free 
will. 
Jesus is the Chief Executive Officer 
in the church: "There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord." 
By choosing to accept Christ, we 
choose him as the boss—we volun-
teer to work under his direction. 
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, gives 
gifts to every believer for serving. 
"He gives them to each one, just as 
he determines . . . . God has ar-
ranged the parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as he wanted them 
to be" (1 Cor. 12:5, 11, 18). 
Volunteering for service and serv-
ing as gifted are major parts of our 
spiritual worship. Offering our bodies 
as living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1) means 
serving others in and through our 
human bodies, not just singing in 
church, or raising our hands in joy. 
Leonard Chester is pastor of the Sherkston, 
Ont., congregation. 
Spiritual worship is ministry in 
homes, hospitals, jails, senior shel-
ters, and the church. "A person has 
to be content to do what he is good 
at and offer it constantly to the Lord. 
If you keep trying to do what you're 
not good at, you're bound to fail" 
(Eugene Peterson, Leadership, Vol. 
II, No. 1, p. 21). 
As a Christian volunteer in the 
church, the school, the hospital, the 
Red Cross, the seniors home—our 
major reward is the boss's approval, 
his personal commendation. Our 
real reward is not the banquet, the 
tea, or the barbecue, but God's 
approbation. 
For most believers, volunteering 
is one primary means of cultivating 
spiritual growth. "Offer yourselves 
to God, as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer 
the parts of your body to him as 
instruments of righteousness"(Rom. 
6:13). A vital part of holy living is 
using our bodies as channels of 
God's grace to others in need: 
"Jesus, fill now with the Spirit 
hearts that full surrender know;/ 
that the streams of living water from 
our inner heart may flow./Channels 
only, blessed Master, but with all 
your wondrous power / f lowing 
through us, you can use us every day 
and every hour." ("Channels Only," 
Mary E. Maxwell) 
The volunteer tasks you accept 
are important, because they are facets 
of the larger ministries of the church 
and of the kingdom of God. We 
measure them not by high visibility, 
but by asking, do people sense God 
through me? am I giving myself in 
such a way that I don't expect to be 
repaid? do I show hospitality to 
people who cannot entertain me? 
It is especially crucial for we who 
are pastors to see ourselves as volun-
teers in the church—yes, the chief 
volunteer. I am supported financially, 
spiritually, and emotionally to be 
free to serve. There is no such thing 
as "overtime." Jesus served long 
hours; when tired, he rested. Then he 
went back to his work. Did Jesus 
work overtime? No. He lived in bal-
ance, with time for work, rest, and 
worship. He is our model volunteer. 
When you, as a member of a con-
gregation, have served many years in 
one place, you have a strong sense of 
identity and ownership. This is 
natural—and good! Your commit-
ment to your local church can be 
very intense (this is a compliment). 
Because of longevity of service, you 
may have a better sense of perspec-
tive than I may have as a pastor who 
only recently has come to your con-
gregation. Your longer perspective 
mixed with my different experiences 
may strike the creative spark to 
make volunteering exciting and re-
warding. We must welcome the ex-
perience, the wisdom, and the level 
of solid commitment the older 
volunteers bring to our churches. 
They feel intense ownership and 
identity. 
As I serve in an additional dimen-
sion as secretary of our regional con-
ference, I see how strategic it is for 
every Christian to see herself or him-
self as a volunteer for Jesus, our 
CEO. The special gifts added by the 
Holy Spirit are needed in the agen-
cies of the church, both regional and 
general. Of course, our ministry lives 
must be balanced; but you and your 
congregation could be enriched and 
enlivened by volunteering a few 
hours a month as a member of a 
conference committee. 
Every Christian a volunteer? Cer-
tainly! It's scriptural, practical, and 
it would make the church strong. Be 
a volunteer—for Jesus! • 
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Training and supporting 
volunteer workers . . . 
continued from page 3 
Sound familiar? No one in the 
church needs another meeting to 
attend. People are busy! Those who 
agree to serve are usually the busiest 
of all. Should we minimize the im-
portance of training in order to get 
workers? Absolutely not! I believe 
that when workers are enlisted they 
should be informed of their training 
obligations. This kind of commit-
ment isn't too much to ask when we 
consider the kind of servanthood 
modeled by Christ. 
We should, however, be consider-
ate of the personal schedules of our 
workers and make the training ses-
sions well worth their time. Here are 
some ideas that have worked in the 
Canadian Conference for training 
leaders who don't have time. 
• Seminars—The Board for Con-
gregational Life sponsors a 
yearly Christ ian education 
seminar. In 1987, this seminar 
was offered in three locations 
with over 200 participants. 
Workshops throughout the day 
offered practical resources for 
effective teaching and leading. 
• Weekend workshops—Friday 
evening, Saturday morning, and 
Sunday afternoon. 
• Dinner or dessert meetings— 
Plan your training around a 
fellowship time. Make this "pot-
luck" or send out for food. 
• Early Sunday or Wednesday 
evenings—This makes it easier 
for the workers involved not to 
add another night out. 
• Individual training—Provide 
workers with resources (i.e., 
books, videos, cassettes, etc.) 
to use on their own. 
• One-on-one—Trainer and 
worker meet at a time conven-
ient to both. 
• Circulate copies—There are 
helpful articles in magazines, 
journals, etc. 
• Use substitute workers—Con-
duct a training session with 
teachers during the Sunday 
school hour. 
• Time off— Allow teachers time 
off to visit other classes while 
the Christian education direc-
tor covers the class. 
• Invite a guest speaker—Have a 
teachers' meeting to address a 
particular topic of interest (e.g., 
discipline in the classroom). 
Supporting those who serve 
Supporting those who serve goes 
hand in hand with leadership train-
ing. If we abandon our workers after 
recruitment, we are opening the door 
to discouragement. Support is com-
municating that we really appreciate 
and care about our workers. Sup-
port may be in the form of guidance 
when a worker is discouraged ("Try 
it this way") or it may be in the form 
of checking in to see how workers 
are feeling about their responsibility 
("Is it overwhelming?"). Supporting 
those who serve is simply offering 
ourselves and our resources in such a 
way that others can do the best pos-
sible job! 
Supporting our workers means 
taking pride in seeing them shine. 
Support needs to happen both spon-
taneously as well as through a delib-
erate plan of support. Support needs 
to come from individuals as well as 
from the congregation as a whole. 
Workers need to know how their 
contribution enhances the total min-
istry and mission of the Church. 
And last, but not least, workers need 
to know that they are being sup-
ported in prayer. This will often keep 
them going when everything else 
fails. 
Conclusion 
Even the best workers "run out of 
steam." Those who are in active ser-
vice also need to be served and min-
istered to. Unlike an army, where the 
feelings and personal needs of the 
soldiers are unimportant, the church 
is a place where these are crucial. We 
need to make the personal and spir-
itual well-being of our "soldiers" a 
high priority. If we allow a worker to 
burn out and become discouraged, 
both that person and the whole 
church suffer. Let's protect those 
who are most vulnerable—our work-
ers in active service. Indeed, the life 
and ministry of the church depend 
on these volunteers. 
Ideas for supporting our volunteers 
The following ideas were shared by various leaders when they were 
asked, "What do you do to support and recognize your volunteer workers?" 
Publish a list of persons who 
volunteer in the church. 
Plan a worship service around 
the theme of volunteer ministry. 
Plan a volunteer recognition 
dinner or tea. Honor volun-
teers with brief speeches, skits, 
certificates, etc. 
Reimburse out-of-pocket ex-
penses incurred as a result of 
volunteer ministries. 
Cover the registration costs to 
attend a Christian education 
seminar. 
Send a birthday, anniversary, 
Christmas, or Valentine card 
to volunteers. 
Hold regular motivat ional 
teachers' meetings. 
Phone your volunteers regu-
larly to "check in." 
Teach their class the week of 
their birthday. 
Write thank you notes for their 
service. 
Have a consecration service for 
workers at the beginning of 
September. 
Have an "end of year" party. 
Feature a "volunteer of the 
month" in the church bulletin. 
Send a thank you note to the 
volunteer's family. Express ap-
preciation for the way that they 
have shared their family mem-
ber with the church. 
Pray for the volunteer workers 
during the worship service. 
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Equipping lay people for signifi-
cant ministry is a great idea. But if 
my experience has taught me any-
thing, it's that there are at least five 
good reasons not to do it. 
If I had a choice between getting 
all the people in my city to an evan-
gelistic crusade or having a lay per-
son with an infectious love for Jesus 
work beside each of them at their 
jobs for one week, I'd certainly choose 
the latter. The same goes for our 
church's gatherings: Rather than have 
a few professionals participate while 
most watch, I'd choose to see every 
member actively involved. 
At least, that's a more accurate 
picture of ministry as the New Tes-
tament paints it. As with many 
things, however, great ideas don't 
readily translate into reality. Con-
sider the following difficulties. 
Why lay workers don't work out 
1. They aren't as competent. I've 
heard some of the advice well-mean-
ing lay people have passed on to 
others under the guise of counseling. 
It's scary. So is sitting through a 
worship service led by someone who 
has never done it before. It's safer to 
leave it in the hands of trained 
professionals. 
After helping lead a troubled young 
mother to Jesus, I introduced her to 
a member of our leadership team for 
further counsel and encouragement. 
Five reasons 
not to equip 
lay people 
by Wayne Jacobsen 
A few months later, I got a call 
from the young mother. Things 
weren't going so well, and she told 
me how lonely she was. I asked if she 
had been getting help from the 
woman I'd introduced her to. "We 
got together a few times," the woman 
said, "but she didn't know how to 
help me, so we dropped it." 
I cringe when that happens. I can't 
stand to see someone make a mis-
take with someone else's life. My 
training and experience are rich re-
sources I bring into every ministry 
experience. I value them, realizing 
few in our fellowship come close to 
my preparation level. Although I've 
made my share of mistakes, my "bat-
ting average" is much higher than 
that of most lay people. 
How can I really care about peo-
ple and hand them off to others who 
don't carry the same qualifications 
for ministry? And when I do, how do 
I live with the mistakes they make? 
2. They aren't as committed to 
the program. Recently we had a 
meeting of our curriculum team, a 
group of eight parents who formu-
late lessons for our children's classes. 
Only two came. One stayed home to 
finish the curriculum that was sup-
posed to be handed in two weeks 
before. Two people forgot, even 
though they had helped choose the 
date. One was never notified, and 
two more haven't been to a meeting 
in months. 
That would never happen with 
paid staff. Their responsibility to 
their jobs and their desire to see the 
church succeed are useful motives 
volunteers lack. Lay people aren't 
committed enough to drop every-
thing when the need seems to demand 
it. They often have to work late, 
attend a family reunion, or stay 
home to watch their football team, 
or they decide to go on vacations at 
critical times. And when you try to 
talk to them about a lack of com-
mitment, they tell you they don't like 
being pressured. "After all, I'm volun-
teering my time out of the goodness 
of my heart," they'll say in so many 
words. "If I 'm not appreciated 
here . . . " 
Equipping the laity 
sounds better than 
it works. The draw-
backs and risks are 
enormous. 
Wouldn't it be 
easier to leave 
ministry to 
professionals? 
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3. They aren't as efficient. Ac-
complishing any goal demands peo-
ple who can function together as a 
team. That's much simpler when 
people work in adjacent offices. 
When they're spread all over the city, 
with other jobs and responsibilities 
demanding their attention, inefficien-
cy often results. 
While planning a worship service 
recently, the worship committee de-
cided to ask Terri to lead it. One of 
the team was chosen to ask her, and 
if she wasn't able to do it, this com-
mittee member was to do it in her 
place. 
Five minutes after the service was 
supposed to start, neither of them 
had yet arrived. Unable to keep peo-
ple waiting any longer, I started the 
service. Ten minutes later, they both 
walked in. After the next song, I had 
people greet each other so I could 
find out what was going on. 
They both looked shocked when 
they heard of the mix-up. Terri had 
never been asked to lead the service. 
The other team member thought / 
was going to ask her and call him if 
she was unable to do it. Since I had 
never called, the committee member 
thought Terri was set to go. 
Adding people to any task multi-
plies the potential for miscommuni-
cation. Mistakes easily occur. 
More people also mean more ideas. 
Those with enough initiative to volun-
teer their time usually have their own 
ideas about how to do the project. 
Not all of them are willing to coop-
erate with those in charge, particu-
larly when they think their ideas are 
better. Somehow the lines of author-
ity run clearer when paychecks vali-
date them. 
So do commitments. How many 
hours have I spent listening to ex-
cuses about why people didn't do 
what they said they would? I can 
even sympathize with their excuses, 
but the result is the same: the task 
doesn't get done on time, and others 
often pay the price. 
4. They aren't as available. The 
nice things about working with staff 
is they're around all day. They can 
meet at 10:30 in the morning or 3:15 
in the afternoon. Not so with volun-
teers. They have to meet at night or 
(ugh!) at 6 in the morning. 
When everyone finally agrees that 
Monday night at 7 is a good time, 
finding a free Monday for all the 
principals may prove impossible. 
This problem is only compounded 
when a crisis necessitates an unsched-
uled meeting. 
5. They aren't as consistent. Paul 
understood this when he spoke to 
the elders at Ephesus. He knew some 
of them would turn sour and in 
doing so lead others astray. He 
didn't know which ones, but he 
knew he could expect lack of consis-
tency in some. 
What pastor hasn't had people 
who evidenced great maturity change 
after they were given responsibility? 
Suddenly they began to exhibit great 
weakness or complacency, or they 
stumbled into major sin or a bizarre 
teaching. 
Bill and Nancy were coleaders of 
one of our home groups, and he was 
a member of our board as well. 
Through unwise employment choices 
and undisciplined spending habits, 
they drove themselves into financial 
ruin, and ultimately bankruptcy. 
Their weakness hurt not only them-
selves, but also others who trusted 
them and looked to them as exam-
ples. Facing this kind of situation, 
it's easy to wish you hadn't given 
people ministry responsibility in the 
first place. 
Thus, equipping the laity sounds 
better than it works. The drawbacks 
and risks are enormous. Wouldn't it 




If I were the jury deciding on the 
above evidence, the matter would be 
settled. But I 'm not, and the above is 
certainly a limited view of the evi-
dence. Two nagging realities shake 
me from my premature conclusion. 
First, Paul was clear in his letter to 
the Ephesian church that leaders are 
to equip others for ministry. That's 
our job description. Whether /like it 
or not, Jesus calls every believer to 
share the ministry of the kingdom. 
No one is called to be a spectator or 
to just pay the bills of those who do 
the work. 
This takes ministry to a far deeper 
level than recruiting volunteers to 
stuff envelopes or refurbish the facil-
ity. Those things need to happen, of 
course, but they don't fulfill the bib-
lical call for all believers to touch 
people with the power of the gospel. 
Most of the ministries of disciple-
ship, teaching, and counseling that 
we traditionally ascribe to the pas-
tor, Scripture assigns to the people, 
to do for each other. "One another-
ing" is a vital part of the church, and 
I can't ignore it just because I don't 
like the cost. 
The second reality that nags me is 
pragmatic. Simply, we can't pay ev-
eryone who's needed for ministry. 
Churches that try flirt with bank-
ruptcy. 
The public ministries of gifted 
teachers and worship leaders are 
simply not enough to lead people to 
the fullness of life in Christ. A volun-
teer counselor and I have spent at 
next page, please 
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Five reasons . . . 
continued from page 7 
least one hour a week over the last 
five months helping a young mother 
fighting anorexia. I don't know how 
this case could have gone any faster. 
We are seeing healing, but at a tre-
mendous cost of time. I can give that 
to a few people at any one time, but 
not to everyone in our fellowship. 
I needs others, lots of others, lead-
ing people to fullness of life in 
Christ. When I see how people can 
love, encourage, and admonish oth-
ers, and how many people really 
need that, I know why God said it 
must be so. There's fruit in multi-
plied ministry. Such ministry bene-
fits not only the person being helped, 
but also the one helping. Any person 
involved in significant ministry be-
comes a more motivated disciple. 
Out of weakness, strength 
Biblically, my task is clear. 
Whether it causes problems or not, I 
am called to equip people to touch 
others with the life of the gospel. 
And seeing how effectively they can 
be used in ministry to others, my five 
reasons not to equip people for min-
istry become five good reasons to do 
so. 
1. They may not be as competent, 
but they're perceived as more credi-
ble. How many times have you 
heard, "That's easy for you; you're a 
pastor" or "You have to love me; 
you get paid for it'? 
All the excuses people use not to 
regard pastors as models for their 
lives are negated by those who lack 
professional training and do not 
receive a salary. Their example of 
what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus is far more significant than 
mine. They can say the same thing I 
might say, but with greater impact. 
We have a high school coach in 
our church who lives as if he's in 
full-time ministry. He coaches just to 
pay the bills. He teaches a Bible 
study in his home and spends hours 
discipling young singles. His minis-
try is effective, and his example is 
8 
infectious. I don't know how many 
times I've heard others say, "If Tim 
can live that way and still work full 
time, I guess I can, too." 
I've seen the same thing when I 
team counsel with a lay volunteer. I 
can give advice, only to see that 
glazed look in the counselee's eyes. 
But when my teammate tells how the 
principle helped him work some-
thing out in his own life, the counse-
lee's eyes brighten. Someone he con-
siders more like himself has tested it 
in "real life," and that makes a cru-
cial difference. 
Volunteers usually know the peo-
ple they minister to better than I 
know many of the counselees who 
walk into my office. That knowledge 
alone gives them a great advantage 
that experience or training can't offer. 
I tell the same thing to parents when 
the expertise of a child psychologist 
intimidates them: "You know your 
children better than anyone else, and 
that knowledge alone makes you the 
best parents they could have." 
What of the mistakes lay people 
will make? Haven't we made mis-
takes, too? And hasn't God used 
those mistakes to accomplish his 
work with others? I still remember 
the terror of my first counseling 
appointment. The woman came to 
me only because a church had put 
me on its staff. I had no experience 
in counseling, and the training I had 
been given seemed irrelevant to her 
need. I had no idea what to do. But 
somehow I got through it, and God 
used my meager efforts to help bring 
healing to her life. 
I also remember numerous ser-
mons that touched no one, including 
me, as well as extensive planning 
that crumbled into a fiasco. But I 
learned in the doing. It may be diffi-
cult to let others make those same 
mistakes, but if we do, they'll learn, 
and well multiply the ministry avail-
able for people. 
Experience and training are both 
things we can give people. When we 
take that risk, we're also investing 
our confidence in the Holy Spirit, 
who is ultimately responsible to 
touch people's lives, both through 
our best efforts and in spite of our 
worst. 
2. They aren't as committed to 
the program, but their motives can 
be purer. Sure they won't kill them-
selves for the program, and they can 
serve as a reminder that we shouldn't 
either. 
I'm fascinated with procedures 
and like to see things run smoothly 
and with enough polish so as not to 
embarrass anyone—especially me. 
My responsibility to duty and salary, 
my sense of success, and my ego get 
tangled up in ministry. I find it easier 
to get excited over a smooth opera-
tion with limited success than one 
with ragged edges that may touch 
people more effectively. 
Not having the same vested inter-
est in technique, nonprofessionals 
often will cast aside standard proce-
dures to make God's love real for 
someone who needs it. That doesn't 
mean we shouldn't expect people to 
act responsibly, but what should 
separate the church from every other 
institution is that we put people 
ahead of procedures. 
We probably had no more than 
thirty adults coming on Sunday 
mornings when Sonya first started 
attending. Her emotional struggles 
were fierce. She wanted to find life in 
Christ, but something in her would 
drive her out of the sanctuary right 
at the peak of every service. 
Immediately, three or four leaders 
in the church would follow, and they 
would miss the rest of the service to 
counsel and pray with Sonya. I knew 
they were doing the right thing, but I 
cringed every time it happened. 
"What will our precious-few visitors 
think to see so many people leaving 
worship?" I thought. "And how will 
our leaders know what God is saying 
to us if they're missing the morning 
message?" 
Nonprofessionals don't think in 
such terms. In the case of Sonya, 
they simply saw someone hurting 
and moved to help. And help her 
they did; she's now doing much bet-
ter and is teaching in our children's 
program. Examples like that help 
purify my motives and have become 
a major reason why I now champion 
sharing ministry with lay people. 
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Seeing how effectively lay 
persons can be used in 
ministry to others, my five 
reasons not to equip people 
for ministry become five 
good reasons to do so. 
3. They aren't as efficient, but 
they can be more flexible. I'm not 
sure ministry was ever meant to be 
efficient. Love isn't, and isn't love the 
heart of ministry? 
A meeting of elders and home-
church leaders was set to begin at 
1:15 on a Sunday afternoon. The 
time had been scheduled months 
before. As we prepared to begin, 
however, two key leaders sent word 
that they wouldn't make it. A single 
parent in the church had just been 
burned out of her apartment, and 
they were going to help her move to 
her new apartment before she had to 
be back at work on M o n d a y 
morning. 
In the middle of the meeting, we 
got a call saying more help was 
needed. The decisions we needed to 
make that day had to be tabled for 
lack of time and people, and another 
meeting was scheduled for later in 
the month. That's not an efficient 
way to run a church, but not all 
problems accommodate themselves 
to the church calendar. And the 
upshot in this case was that two of 
the woman's neighbors started com-
ing to church as a result of seeing 
God's love demonstrated by the 
helpers. 
No doubt inefficiencies will occur 
among lay workers, but those are 
not unique to nonprofessionals. Just 
a couple of minutes prior to writing 
this, it came to my attention that I 
had scheduled a nursery coordina-
tors' lunch meeting on the same day 
we had already set aside for prayer 
and fasting! 
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4. They aren't available, but they 
are better distributed. It's tough to 
get people together. But when I look 
at ministry as touching people instead 
of attending meetings, I realize what 
makes them unavailable for my 
schedule makes them readily access-
ible to others. I can be at only one 
place at a time, dealing with a limited 
number of people, but my parish-
ioners are spread out all over the 
city. And whereas I may need to 
schedule an appointment weeks in 
advance, some lay person will be free 
to go over tonight and spend hours 
helping someone. One farmer and 
his wife found fifteen hours in a sin-
gle week to help a person through a 
major crisis. 
5. They may be inconsistent, but 
God is bigger than their failures. 
Even Paul didn't feel he could imple-
ment enough checks and balances to 
save the Ephesian people from being 
led astray by some of their elders. 
But the fact that the system would 
break down on occasion wasn't rea-
son enough for Paul to abandon it. 
God is bigger than anyone's failures. 
I decided a long time ago that if God 
isn't able to take care of the body I 
pastor, there's little I can do. 
When Bill and Nancy, our young 
couple with the financial problems, 
filed for bankruptcy, we offered them 
a leave of absence from ministry so 
they could get their lives in order. 
They were glad to accept and as they 
went through that difficult time, 
people responded not with judgment, 
but with mercy and help. 
Today, Bill and Nancy have put 
their finances in order. They were a 
marvelous example to the church of 
how to admit a problem, face it 
boldly, and overcome it. God has 
also used their failure as a warning to 
many not to buy what they can't 
afford. And now Bill and Nancy are 
leading one of our most effective 
home groups and working with our 
high school young people, providing 
an example of God's ability to re-
store. God overrides the mistakes of 
lay people just as well as he's been 
able to override mine. 
Clean manger, empty silo 
"Where there are no oxen, the 
manger is empty, but f rom the 
strength of an ox comes an abund-
ant harvest" (Prov. 14:4). If we want 
a tidy manger, let's shoot the oxen. 
A manger can't be kept clean and 
used to feed oxen at the same time. 
Oxen are just too messy, and if we 
have them, we're going to have to 
clean the barn occasionally. 
But before we shoot the oxen, 
we'd better consider how much grain 
we're going to harvest without them. 
A clean manager also means an 
empty silo. 
The challenge to use every person 
in ministry presents us with the same 
alternatives. If a tidy church is our 
objective, we'd better make sure 
every important task is put in the 
hands of full-time professionals. 
But if our eyes are on the harvest, 
we'd better involve everyone, and 
cleaning up messes occasionally is 
just part of the price. As a young 
father said recently, "It took me a lot 
longer to make breakfast this morn-
ing; my kids helped me." 
That won't always be so as believ-
ers mature. And in the meantime, as 
we risk the problems in equipping 
the laity, they'll reap a harvest no 
team of professionals can match. 
Wayne Jacobsen is pastor of The Savior's 
Community Church, in Visalia, California. 
He is the author of The Naked Church, 
recently released by Harvest House. 
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Finding our world 
Demographics in Church Planting and Church Growth 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Columbus and 
Ravenna, Ohio; Birmingham, Ala.; 
Quebec, Canada; Oklahoma City; 
Riverside, Calif. How do these new 
Brethren in Christ churches choose 
the direction of their ministry? 
Moreno Valley, Etiwanda, and 
Alta Loma in Calif.; Mowersville 
and Hunlock Creek in Pa.; Wain-
fleet, Ont. How do these Brethren in 
Christ congregations focus their 
ministry? 
In fact, how can any church decide 
where to grow, what new ministries 
to undertake, which ministries their 
communities need, and which they 
don't? Are there target groups we 
should be approaching? Do we need 
a Spanish-speaking service? Should 
we undertake regular ministry to the 
elderly? Do we need an active food 
bank? And on and on. 
As church planters, we need to be 
aware of the makeup of our com-
munities before the church planting 
begins. As those interested in church 
growth, we need to know where to 
expand—or perhaps where to sub-
tract! And as concerned Christians, 
we need direction for our volunteer 
efforts. 
In all these things, demographic 
studies can help point the way. 
Demographics is simply people-list-
ing. A good demographic report will 
include a large amount of informa-
tion which can direct us in our minis-
tries. A good report might include 
the following: 
population density, growth or de-
cline, and projections; 
racial and ethnic groups in our 
area; 
distributions by age and sex in our 
community; 
The author is the pastor of Peace Chapel, 
Ravenna, Ohio—one of more recent church-
planting ventures of the Central Conference. 
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income levels and other financial 
information; 
occupations and educational levels; 
forecasts for years to come. 
When we know these things, we 
can build a more effective presence 
both for Jesus Christ, and for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
For this article, I requested a 
demographic analysis of an area in 
Morrison, 111., where the Morrison 
Brethren in Christ Church has 
exerted a Brethren in Christ influ-
ence for almost 100 years. CACI, 
Inc. provided the report for me, and 
their address is at the end of the 
article. 
Morrison is perhaps a "typical" 
existing Brethren in Christ church, 
and I chose it for that reason. CACI 
provides information within an area 
you select, based on any street inter-
section in the United States, in any 
geometric shape you wish. I chose a 
circle of 15 miles in diameter, since 
that is about the distance a resident 
drives either to church or to the 
grocery store. The distance is con-
siderably less in more densely popu-
lated areas. The street intersection is 
the one closest to the church. 
And, I know some things about 
Morrison, 111., that I'd guess few 
people there do! For example, with-
in 15 miles of the Morrison Brethren 
in Christ church, residents listen 
mostly to country radio, eat lots of 
ice cream and yogurt, often get pri-
vate loans for housing, and usually 
order diet colas. They read several 
senior citizens magazines, order 
many things through the mail, don't 
use much credit, and almost never 
leave the country! 
A careful study of CACI's report 
on Morrison reveals some interest-
ing insights. And this demographic 
report ought to be helpful to Rev. 
Paul Meduri and his congregation in 
by Coe Neil Cabe 
focusing their ministry, making them 
even greater servants of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Here is a summary of the six-page 
report provided by the company: 
Less than 4% of the population is 
Hispanic, and 96% is white; 
There are as many start-up families 
as there are secure and settled 
ones; 
71% of the area is made up ofstable, 
hard-working families, which is 
over twice the national average; 
31% of the families are blue collar 
and farm; there are over twice as 
many farm families as most com-
munities in the U.S., and only 1 / 3 
as many factory workers; 
A verage family income (3 or 4 mem-
bers in most families) is $32,052 
per year; 
42% earn $25,000 to $50,000 per 
year; 
Average rent is $200-$300per month; 
72% own their own homes; 
42% of the homes cost $20,000-
$40,000; 
64% of the population is married; 
7% is divorced; 
8% is widowed; 
31% of the population is age 22-44 
years; 
22% is aged 55-65; 
20% is aged 5-16; 
Average age is 35; 
There are significantly more boys 
than girls, particularly between 
ages 4-10; 
There are no significant numbers of 
poor, young families, no military 
facilities, no "fast-track" young 
adults, no college undergraduates, 
and no real "baby boomers"driv-
ing BM Ws and searchingfor tofu. 
Certainly, each of our ministries is 
first dependent on the spirit of God 
for inspiration, direction, and effec-
tiveness. We must seek God in prayer 
to know what we ought to be doing 
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for Christ, and where we ought to be 
doing it. 
But, based on this demographic 
information, what ministries appear 
appropriate or inappropriate for the 
Morrison congregation to consider? 
We are now prepared to make sug-
gestions. 
Rev. Paul Meduri and his flock 
should probably schedule their spe-
cial events and services around a 
farm calendar, with a constant aware-
ness of what God provides from the 
earth. Theirs might best be a family 
ministry, with a special emphasis on 
young—but not new—families. They 
might well include a focus on minis-
try to the "golden years" and the 
needs of those later in life, with some 
ministry to the widowed, and about 
the same amount to the divorced. 
Certainly, there should be a chil-
dren's church or children's sermon 
each week, and youth group activi-
ties ought to concentrate on children 
younger than teens, particularly 
boys. Some seminars or focus minis-
tries might well include mid-life cri-
sis materials, stress conferences, and 
focusing on families. And, a peace 
ministry should flourish in Morri-
son, though the population gener-
ally is fond of trap shooting and 
hunting. 
What seems inappropriate for the 
Morrison congregation? There is no 
need for the flashy sorts of ministries 
which appeal to "baby boomers" in 
larger cities and other areas. There 
appears to be little or no need for 
ethnic ministries, such as Spanish-
speaking services. They probably 
ought to be very careful in major 
expenses and building programs, as 
the projected growth for their area is 
only one to two percent for the next 
five years. And, a large "Christian 
cupboard" or "Lord's pantry" proj-
ect, while perhaps a blessing to the 
six percent who are below poverty 
level, is not a really pressing need. 
Morrison is a solid, stable com-
munity, where unemployment is high, 
but counter-balanced by farm, Social 
Security, and other income. Most 
residents graduate from high school; 
families stay married; and few peo-
ple travel very far from home. It 
must be a good place to raise a 
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family! 
After 1 completed my suggestions, 
I called the Morrison Church. Rev. 
Meduri agreed with the findings, 
was surprised at some of the figures, 
and asked me to send him the report! 
Jesus taught that we are to go into 
all the world with the good news of 
Jesus Christ. He also taught that we 
are to be good stewards of what God 
has graced us with in our homes and 
in our communities. The first step 
out of the door begins ministry 
opportunity for each of us, for 
church plantings, and for those con-
cerned abou t growth in their 
churches. A demographic report can 
help your ministry prosper! 
CA CI, Inc., 8260 Willow Oaks 
Corporate Drive, Fairfax, VA 22031 
(1-800-292-2224)provided the mate-
rials for this article. Their package 
includes specific information on an 
area you select, from any intersec-
tion in the U.S. It also includes 
information on the United States 
and on your own state for compari-
son purposes. The entire package is 
less than $100, and arrives at your 
mailbox in 48 hours. 
A "Visitor" in every 
Brethren in Christ home 
Ready to inform and inspire, 
the Evangelical Visitor ar-
r i ve s a t y o u r h o m e e a c h 
month , with news and views 
of Brethren in Chr is t across 
North America and a round 
the world. 
Beat the Price Increase 
On January 1, 1989, the subscription rates for the Evangelical Visitor 
will be increased to help cover printing and postage costs which have 
continued to rise over the past five years. 
This is your "golden opportunity" to subscribe or renew at the current 
rates. (Your best buy? The lifetime subscription!) 






1 year renewal 
2 year renewal 
3 year renewal 









Lifetime subscription 150.00 185.00 
Gift subscriptions 8.50 10.25 
Send your check or money order, with your name and address (as it 
currently is on your mailing label), to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Subscribe Today! 
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W h e n ? . . . 
Young Adults 
Weekend 
A z S x ^ r 
\e November 25-27, 1988 
O , 
W h o ? . . . 
y O l l ! Singles— 
never manied, 
separated or divorced 
For more information 
contact: 
Sandi Hannigan 
(519) 888-6859 (office) 
885-1203 (home) 
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SUMMER 1988: 
Reminder of a 
stressed creation 
The summer of 1988 will long be 
remembered. Never before were so many 
environmental problems brought into 
focus. Doubts that earth is in ecological 
crisis have been removed by summer's 
events. 
This summer found many states look-
ing for landfill space, not only for toxic 
wastes, but for mountains of ordinary 
waste that nobody wanted in their back-
yard. Medical waste, raw sewage, and 
garbage washed up on East Coast 
beaches this summer. Medical waste 
was even reported on Cleveland's Lake 
Erie beaches. 
A July MacNeil-Lehrer newscast high-
lighted the problem of thousands of 
leaking underground gasoline storage 
tanks throughout the United States that 
contaminate wells and water supplies. 
Federal legislation had been passed ear-
lier to collect money from oil companies 
to be used by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for replacement tanks. Ap-
parently, according to this newscast, this 
money has been "lost" in the Washing-
ton bureaucracy in recent years. (The 
same thing has happened to money col-
lected from coal companies intended to 
reclaim land that was stripmined before 
a 1977 reclamation law was passed.) 
Numerous reports on increasing air 
and water pollution have been given 
throughout the summer. Acid rain is 
now being recognized as a major envi-
ronmental hazard. This summer in the 
by Art Meyer 
Chicago area, state environmental offi-
cials called their first yellow alert in 10 
years as ozone pollution soared to nearly 
double the federal standard. Air in the 
Washington, D.C., area exceeded the 
federal standard ozone level 17 days this 
year from January 1 to August 3. Daily 
weather reports in that city include an 
ozone level report. In some areas of the 
Northeast, air quality was unhealthful 
for at least 40 days this summer, accord-
ing to a study by a coalition of air-
quality agencies in the northeastern 
states (reported in Christian Science 
Monitor [8-22-88]). 
In July and August Cesar Chavez 
fasted to call attention to farm worker 
pesticide poisoning. About 300,000 farm 
workers are poisoned each year by pes-
ticides they apply to food we later eat. I 
visited farm workers' doctors and fami-
lies in the Delano, Calif., area where 
pesticides are thought to be causing 
cancer and birth defects among farm 
worker families. These poisonings repre-
sent a widespread, escalating problem. 
The heat and drought in North Amer-
ica was the most obvious reminder of a 
troubled earth for most of us. In May, 
The World Meteorological Organization, 
a United Nations agency, reported that 
"there is definitely a global warming 
trend occurring on earth and the proba-
ble cause is the greenhouse effect." The 
greenhouse phenomenon is attributable 
to the build-up of atmospheric gases, 
chiefly carbon dioxide but also ozone, 
methane, nitrous oxide and chlorofluor-
ocarbons (CFC's). Excess carbon diox-
ide is caused by increased burning of 
fossil fuel and the massive destruction 
of the tropical rain forests. Global warm-
ing will cause drought, glacial melting, 
rising oceans and climatic changes. 
In May, some 200 scientists from nine 
countries met in Colorado. They con-
cluded that the escalating depletion of 
the earth's ozone layer is caused by 
commercially produced CFC's. Deple-
tion of the ozone layer will likely cause 
an increase in human skin cancer and 
cataracts, damage crops, and disturb the 
climate. CFC's are producted for foam 
insulation, throw-away containers, re-
frigerants and aerosols. 
The reminders of our stressed creation 
could go on and on. Jonathan Yardley 
in a Washington Post (7-11-88) essay 
reflects on this: 
"More urgently than at any previous 
time the climate is sending us the 
message that all those chickens we've 
hatched during this century of aston-
ishing material progress are now com-
ing home to roost and they're big 
ugly birds who won't go quietly to 
slaughter." 
Yardley adds that "we are inclined 
either to look the other way or to call in 
other scientists to dispute the testimony 
that so displeases us. . . . We all like 
science and technology for the good 
things it does for us—cars, video re-
corders, air conditioners, etc.—but when 
science arrives with bad news we want to 
disbelieve it." Some Christians, too, are 
tempted to look the other way. 
The environmental degradation we 
saw so clearly this summer is brought 
about by arrogance, greed, and ignor-
ance. People have deviated from the 
simple responsible lifestyle modeled by 
Jesus. Humans have been, and are 
being, consumed by material posses-
sions. The earth cannot take it. 
Christ said it clearly in Matthew 6:24: 
"No one can serve two masters . . . . 
you cannot serve both God and money" 
(NIV). We are not to let money or mate-
rial things control us. 
Humanity's failure to live as Christ 
lived and taught has led to the environ-
mentally stressed creation today. The 
summer of 1988 should jar us to rethink 
and rediscover what the priorities for 
Christian living really are in today's 
world. 
Art Meyer writes for the MCC U.S. 
Development Education office. 
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Church aids Zimbabwe's 
search for peace 
by Stephen Ndlovu 
After many years of war, in 1980 
Zimbabwe got its independence. We 
thought everything would be fine. 
However, immediately after indepen-
dence there was quite some unrest when 
the two major parties—Zimbabwe Afri-
can National Union (ZANU) and Zim-
babwe African People's Union (ZAPU)— 
could not work together. They made 
ferocious attacks on each other. Even-
tually ZAPU withdrew from the Parlia-
ment. 
There was also unrest among the mil-
itary forces of the two factions. So what 
happened was the killing of many, many 
innocent people. There were more dead 
after independence than during the strug-
gle for independence. Some of our church 
members died too. One was taken away 
and killed in cold blood. 
This troubled us. We asked, "What 
are we doing?" But the killers were fierce 
people; we couldn't approach them. At 
the same time there was drought and 
starvation. 
The church didn't know what to do. 
We started to panic and speak as indi-
vidual churches to the government. Some, 
like us, were afraid to speak. The Breth-
ren in Christ spoke at ministers' meet-
ings, but we never stood out really. 
So in this situation a meeting was 
called in 1985 by the heads of the 
denominations to discuss the problems 
confronting Zimbabwe. It was felt im-
portant that the church in Zimbabwe 
should unite. This meeting took place in 
the University of Zimbabwe. 
It was at this time that the church in 
Zimbabwe called itself the church. From 
whatever denomination, we decided now 
that we were going to work as the 
church. 
At that meeting the heads of denomi-
nations and even some staff from the 
university spoke strongly for justice and 
peace, and felt the church had some-
thing to do. It was voted that the five 
members of the continuation commit-
tee, of which I am one, be charged with 
the responsibility of implementing our 
resolutions. We sought dialogue to try 
to help the government understand our 
concerns. 
One resolution was aimed at calling a 
great meeting where the church could 
chair a conference among the political 
leaders, but it turned out that was not a 
possibility. 
Then in 1986 Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe, the head of ZANU, and Joshua 
Nkomo, the head of ZAPU, started dis-
cussions towards unity because that was 
what the people wanted. Everyone knew 
that many innocent people were being 
killed because of this dissension. 
We were happy about the talks, and 
in 1986 we declared a day of national 
prayer for peace and justice. This was 
done, with the cooperation of the govern-
ment. We put it in the newspapers and 
invited some members of Parliament to 
come. I spoke in Bulawayo. Our chair-
man, Dr. Mkwakwami, spoke in Harare, 
the capital. It was an exciting day. 
We expected that at Christmas 1986 
there would be an announcement that 
the two major parties would unite. But 
we didn't get that message. They con-
tinued to say they were still talking. 
To our surprise in April 1987, on the 
eve of independence day celebrations, 
the prime minister said his central com-
mittee had decided to stop the talks 
because they served no purpose. 
That really shocked us. We had been 
invited to the prime minister's inde-
pendence luncheon and when that 
announcement was made, we were there. 
We decided to make a confrontation 
on behalf of the church. We decided to 
approach these people and talk to them. 
We did not want a church to be respon-
sible for letting our own people lead the 
country to ruin. 
We started with Nkomo. He told us 
he was still waiting to talk. He had not 
moved away from the table. 
After that we went to speak to the 
president, Canaan Banana, at the state-
house. He also said he was for unity. He 
told us that the prime minister had a 
problem in his party putting this across 
and so that's why the talks had been 
canceled. He said he was only a broker, 
but he was excited to see the church 
come to him. 
We insisted that it was necessary that 
they look at it from the angle of the 
people, because we were representing 
the people as a church. We felt that it 
was important that they unite, and so we 
requested an audience with the prime 
minister. 
The president said he would go to the 
prime minister and make a request for 
that audience. 
When the audience was held, I was 
out of the country. However, my col-
leagues were able to meet with Mugabe 
and talk to him about our concerns. 
Following that we heard that the unity 
talks had been resumed. They went on 
until, on Dec. 22, 1987, the two parties 
signed an agreement to unite. 
There is peace now in Zimbabwe. The 
prime minister has declared an amnesty 
for political prisoners and rebels. 
In April Nkomo, who is now senior 
minister in the president's office (Mugabe 
is now president), came to speak to our 
heads of denominations at Gweru. 
Stephen Ndlovu (right) of Zimbabwe, 
vice-president for Africa, visits with 
Samuel Gerber of Switzerland, vice-presi-
dent for Europe, during recent MWC 
Executive Committee meetings in Win-
nipeg, Manitoba. 
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Nkomo said that in God's plan there 
is always unity. And he said it was good 
that the church had called their atten-
tion—both his and Mugabe's—to the 
fact that they should unite. He said they 
had then begun to look at people and 
saw that because of their differences 
people were suffering. 
He said he was encouraging the church 
to be like the prophets during the time of 
the nation of Israel, who were used of 
God to be watchdogs. He gave a very 
resounding appreciation of the church. 
And what about the drought? In the 
latter part of 1987 the church announced 
a national day of prayer for rain. This 
again was advertised in the papers, and 
all the churches came together in large 
numbers to pray throughout the coun-
try for rain. 
Immediately after that prayer, within 
a matter of days, we experienced mira-
cles because rains came. Zimbabwe be-
came green and people had food. We 
had lots of crops and that again was 
appreciated by the government. 
I am surprised when I hear people 
talking about our government wanting 
to suppress the church in Zimbabwe. 
Our relations are very good. Yes, our 
government is socialist, but they are say-
ing that our socialism is a Zimbabwe 
socialism which accommodates what is 
acceptable to the people of Zimbabwe. 
We are excited that Zimbabwe con-
tinues to teach Bible in the schools as a 
subject that is approved by the govern-
ment. 
What we have found is that in order 
to have an impact the church had to 
come together. It had to work together 
so that God would perform miracles— 
miracles of reconciliation between fight-
ing factions and a healing of the land. I 
learned a lot. Let us have a dialogue. 
The Lord is at work. 
The writer is bishop of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zimbabwe and vice-presi-
dent for Africa of Mennonite World Con-
ference. 
od aP work in our world 
A Timely Evangelist 
Thata Book—Cagua, Venezuela 
Maria is an older woman from Spain 
who was among those baptized in Janu-
ary. She has been a Christian for four 
years, but she did not have a church 
home until she joined our fellowship. 
She meets a lot of people as she peddles 
her home-baked wares on the streets of 
Corinsa, and she uses every opportunity 
to share her simple but strong faith with 
many she encounters. 
One day she told us about a certain 
couple, Victorio and Marjori, and asked 
that we go with her to visit them. 
Victorio, who is being treated for cancer, 
had said that he wanted to receive the 
Lord. 
We did go with her, and both Victorio 
and Marjori accepted the good news of 
the gospel. The last time we visited 
them, Victorio told us that when he is 
well, he wants to live as an evangelical. 
Will you pray for them? 
Alvin and Thata Book received a call 
from Venezuela on September 7 giving 
them the news that Victorio had passed 
away. Because of Maria's witness, he is 
now living in heaven as a glorified child 
of his Father. 
Summer Fruit 
Miriam Stern—Philadelphia, Pa. 
The most exciting fruit of our summer 
is a Chinese couple, David and Shibing. 
David is a surgeon, currently doing 
research in immunology here. They at-
tended summer English classes which 
we held in our apartment, and brought a 
number of their friends. Eventually the 
classes evolved into a Bible study. 
David's grandparents had been Chris-
tians, but his parents were caught in the 
Cultural Revolution and turned their 
backs on spiritual things. David was 
drawn to a study of the Word of God, 
but he had not personally accepted 
Christ. 
One night they arrived with a gift and 
the news that they were soon moving to 
Vancouver, B.C. After that, we prayed 
earnestly that we would see them into 
the kingdom of God before they left. 
In August, they came to dinner one 
evening before Bible study. We felt the 
time had come to "draw the net." We 
talked about the necessity for them to 
make a commitment; head knowledge 
was not enough. Both were ready. David 
shared that Shibing had already asked 
her mother to stop taking offerings to 
the Buddhist temple as a result of our 
Bible studies. 
We saw them onto the plane when 
they left. We gave them the TEE book 
Following Jesus, and we traced a Chris-
tian contact for them in Vancouver. We 
want to keep in touch. Pray for these 
new lambs in the flock. 
London Ministry Snapshot 
Curtis Byers—London, England 
Our knock was answered by a 
short, handsome man who soon revealed 
that he is a Moslem. He was joined by 
his English wife who would occasionally 
clarify in French what Kenny and I were 
saying (his native language is Arabic, 
but since they met while living in France, 
they communicate with each other most 
comfortably in French). She had once 
been an evangelical and was not exactly 
sure why she had given up her faith. He, 
though a rather nominal Moslem, was 
nonetheless passionately convinced that 
only Islam is right. 
He was the second Moslem with 
whom I had spoken at length in less than 
two weeks. In both situations, I asked 
them to make a case for me to give up 
my Christianity. "All you have to do," I 
said, "is show me why your faith is bet-
ter. But, you see, my God is a warm and 
loving Father. Because he sent his Son 
to die on my behalf, he actually forgives 
and forgets my sins." Allah is a remote 
god, and, at least for these two Mos-
lems, there is no forgiveness for sin. We 
have a long way to go. But in showing 
what is so beautiful about Christianity, a 
small but important seed was sown. 
Growing Children 
in the Word 
Phyllis Engle—Livingstone, Zambia 
Last term, I offered a 10-lesson Bible 
course to my Good News Club children. 
Of the 30 or so who usually attend the 
weekly club meetings, 17 decided to try 
the course developed by Child Evange-
lism Fellowship. At our closing meeting 
on August 14, 15 of those children 
received certificates for having completed 
all the work. My assistant from last year 
was visiting from her home in Lusaka, 
so she presented the prizes. 
continued on page 17 
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English: 
the key that 
unlocks Japan 
by Dolores Wirz 
The gate s lammed shut and 
Tsubosaka-san was on the outside, 
calculating a strategy to get in. He'd 
passed every important test neces-
sary to join the Japan Volunteer 
Corps except one. And so, fresh 
from flunking the English part of his 
examination, he found his way one 
Sunday morning to the local Japa-
nese Christian church where I was 
teaching an English Bible class. He 
wasn't particularly interested in God, 
Jesus, or the Bible, but he needed all 
the help he could get to improve his 
English before retaking the exam 
he'd failed. 
Tsubosaka-san is just one of the 
millions of Japanese who are mak-
ing heroic efforts to learn English. 
For many, it's an important key to 
unlock the gate to success for per-
sonal advancement educationally, 
socially, or economically. For a few, 
it has unexpectedly been the gate 
that led them to discover God's 
news. 
During the years I have spent in 
Japan, I have been both amazed and 
amused at the popularity of English. 
Dolores Wirz, Director of Field Training 
for LIFE Ministries, is stationed in Tokyo, 
Japan. 
Singers croon in plain English via 
stereo recordings as I shop in Tokyo 
department stores. A T-shirt carries 
the message in bold letters complete 
with misspelling, "Love finds every 
peaple." Shopping bags, towels, 
wastepaper baskets, sweatshirts, bill-
boards, and handbills all reflect 
Japanese interest in English. 
Recently, one enterprising com-
pany originated "Please English" 
toilet paper which promises to help 
the consumers add to their vocabu-
lary in this difficult foreign language. 
By moving on to a new roll every few 
days, a year's study should cover 
more than 900 words, according to 
the advertiser. Though the price is 
about twice as high as the non-
printed paper, the producers of 
"Please English" rolls are enjoying 
an overwhelming number of orders 
from all over Japan. A spokesman 
said they are planning to double 
their output. 
The government ministry of edu-
cation in Japan requires junior high 
and high school students to study 
English as a regular part of the cur-
riculum. Entrance examinations for 
the most prestigious universities in 
Japan always include a section test-
ing proficiency in English. As a 
result, many good students are eager 
to find native speakers to help them 
improve their ability to communi-
cate in this language which is so dif-
ferent in grammar and thought pat-
terns from their own. 
This drive for learning English 
may be used as a tool for evangelism. 
Young people can learn English 
from native English speakers, and 
also hear the gospel in their own 
language from a Japanese Christian. 
The chapel director at the Ikebu-




been the gate 
that led them 
to discover 
God's news. 
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English as the "gate" which led to his missionary left. Almost three years 
conversion. While he was a senior in later I met her in my neighborhood 
high school, he attended an English and was encouraged by her growth 
B i b l e c l a s s where he heard the good and spontaneous evangelistic zeal 
news of salvation for the first time, among her fellow university students. 
However, it wasn't until several years Again, the original contact was made 
later, when he was a university stu- because of the motivation to learn 
dent, that he decided to become a English. 
Christian. Now Yukihiro Kimura is Socially, it is quite fashionable to 
working full time in a ministry that be able to speak English or at least to 
depends on his contacts with stu- say it's your hobby. Almost every 
dents and young professionals who large company and most universities 
come to the church setting because have an active "English Speaking 
of their interest in English. Society." These groups are always 
The first time I attended the Ike- eager to entertain native speakers so 
bukuro church, I met a Waseda they can improve their communica-
University graduate student who had tion ability. Travel abroad is a very 
been studying at the English Insti- popular recreation for the affluent 
tute in the church for only a few Japanese these days, and they find 
months. Though he was not a Chris- the ability to speak English a great 
tian, he was curious enough to begin asset. 
attending church regularly. He told Economically, English is an im-
me that his vocational interest was portant key to expansion because it 
j ournalism because he was interested has become the trade language of the 
in truth. I suggested a more impor- world. Thus there are many busi-
tant search for truth that would nessmen who need English to ad-
surely lead to life. He began reading vance in their companies. Contacts 
the Bible seriously and talked to have been made among this segment 
both J a p a n e s e and American Chris- of the population by Christians 
tians. On the Saturday night before whose native tongue is English. 1 
Christmas, Kei Ogura decided to have taught a number of classes 
enter God's kingdom. Five months sponsored by these companies and 
later, he made his commitment pub- have had opportunities to discuss 
lie through baptism at the Ikebu- the meaning and relevance of the 
kuro church. Without the interest in Christian faith. 
English, Kei Ogura, whose family If English is to be a means of 
background is Buddhist and Shinto, evangelism, it must be a gate rather 
would never have entered a church. than a dead end. Right now in 
Keiko Takahashi, a freshman at a Japan it's an excellent way of mak-
women's university in Tokyo, was so ing contact with people who have no 
eager to practice her English that she motivation to visit a church, attend 
introduced herself to a foreigner an evangelistic meeting, or seriously 
who stood at the same bus stop each check out Christianity as a possible 
morning and asked if she could prac- alternative to their present lifestyle, 
tice speaking English with her. This A remarkable number of Japanese 
was the beginning of a friendship Christians I've met first heard the 
with an American Christian young good news on their quest to learn 
woman who'd come to Japan as a English. Two young men from Ka-
short-term missionary. Keiko-san's gawa University became Christians 
English improved greatly during that this way and enthusiastically recom-
year of association, but she didn't mend English as a gate to Christian-
make a decision to become a Chris- ity. • 
tian until several months after the 
God at work . . . 
from page 15 
Two weeks before, my club had joined 
for a special meeting with the club which 
students from David Livingstone Teach-
er's College lead. Ninety children 
crowded into a single classroom! I was 
surprised when the student leaders called 
on me to give a story; I had not expected 
to speak. 
I am encouraged that many of the 
students who work with Good News 
Clubs here at college begin clubs when 
they are finished and go to their teaching 
assignments. Some have pursued further 
training with Child Evangelism. Guy-
don Makani from Choma went to Nai-
robi for a course in June and July. Ruth 
Mukubanda from the Copperbelt went 
to Switzerland in September; she would 
like to work full-time with Child Evan-
gelism when she returns. Lord willing, a 
team from the United States will con-
duct a training program here in Zambia 
the end of November. 
Sunday mornings, I take my turn 
helping with the children at the Dambwa 
North Church. Several children there 
are also taking the Bible course. One 
boy has already finished and received 
his certificate. I am giving New Testa-
ments as prizes at church, because so 
few children have Bibles. This is in 




Pramod Roul—Orissa, India 
Grenga, a new village church in the 
Nuagado region, was host church for 
the three-day regional conference held 
in mid-June. Pastor Birendra Mahon 
Bihari was the guest speaker for the con-
ference, speaking on the theme "God's 
Image is Christ" from 2 Cor. 4:4. 
Three hundred delegates were present 
for the event. Believers had a time of 
learning together the nature of God, his 
manifestation through Christ, and the 
present work of the Holy Spirit. I could 
see the joy in meeting one another from 
different corners and worshiping in one-
ness in Christ during those days. 
One evening we showed the film 
"Jesus," and more than 200 non-Chris-
tians attended. During the conference 
some villagers tried to disrupt our pro-
gram. But we thank the Lord for his 
protection. On the last day, 50 local 
people openly confessed Christ by being 
baptized in a nearby pond. 
November 1988 
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"I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people . . . . your old men will 
dream dreams, and your young men 
will see visions" (Joel 2:28). It all 
began early in 1986. I was seeing in 
my dreams large crowds of black 
people that I was preaching to. 
These dreams continued for about 
three months until I received a letter 
from a missions organization in Cali-
fornia inviting me to go with them 
on an evangelistic tour to Kenya. 
Immediately I felt the Lord had 
answered, and I made ready to go to 
Kenya. Meanwhile, Dr. Don Zook 
approached me and suggested a 
short-term assignment with Brethren 
in Christ World Missions in Zimba-
bwe. 
"But what can I do?" I asked. "Oh, 
many things!" replied Brother Zook. 
He mentioned teaching at Ekuphi-
leni Bible Institute (EBI). So I ar-
ranged for a sabbatical leave of three 
months from the Antrim Church. 
Jane and I arrived in Bulawayo on 
December 30, 1987. Four days later 
we made our way to Mtshabezi Mis-
sion and EBI, our home for the next 
several months. 
I taught a class in pastoral theol-
ogy and counselling three days a 
week at EBI. There were 17 students 
in my class. What a privilege it was 
to share God's Word with them. It 
was my joy to minister in the Mtsha-
bezi revival services the last week I 
was in Zimbabwe. It was a thrilling 
experience when, one afternoon en-
route to Mtshabezi, one of my stu-
dents handed a note in the car win-
dow to me. "We want you to lay 
hands on us to receive the Holy 
Ghost," read the note. That night, as 
I preached on Holy Spirit fullness, I 
opened the invitation by asking those 
two young men who had written 
that note to come and receive the 
Holy Spirit. They came quickly, 
along with others. A total of 12 of 
my 17 students received the Holy 
Spirit! Letters have confirmed that 
the Holy Spirit has been very real in 
Wilbur and Jane Benner, pastoral couple 
at the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church, 
(Pa.), returned to the U.S. in March of 1987 








by Wilbur Benner 
their lives since that time. Praise the 
Lord! 
I was also privileged to minister in 
a number of leadership seminars. 
What a challenge and privilege to 
speak to the church leaders of the 
Lupane area of the Gwaii District 
concerning Holy Spirit fullness. On 
the Saturday evening of the seminar, 
Overseer Raphael Mithombeni asked 
if we could have a healing meeting. It 
was already 8:45 p.m. My question 
was, "When?" "In about an hour," 
was his reply. At 9:50, we assembled 
for a healing service. What a service 
it was! Several hundred people had 
assembled. After a time of testi-
monies and choruses, between 150 
and 200 people stood in line for 
prayer and anointing. As Overseer 
Mithombeni and Rev. Bruce Kumalo 
joined in prayer and faith, God's 
presence was evident to all. Many 
people received healing that night. 
The service closed 15 minutes after 
midnight and the congregation went 
on their way for supper. 
The next morning in the 8:00 ser-
vice, God walked in our midst and 
27 people received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Savior. 
One of the greatest joys of my life 
thus far was to preach to a large 
crowd at the Lobengula Church in 
Bulawayo, the largest Brethren in 
Christ church in the world! Our last 
Sunday in Zimbabwe, I preached on 
the theme "God's Call to Holiness," 
as requested by Pastor Ndlovu. 
Again, the Spirit of God ministered 
the healing Word, and many people 
came for anointing and prayer at the 
close of the early service. One older 
sister, a pastor from the Lupane 
area, elbowed her way in to tell me 
she was healed in the midnight ser-
vice during the leadership seminar. 
The last person I prayed with in 
that Lobengula group was a mother 
with a six-year-old daughter who 
had never spoken a word. She was 
alert and could hear, but she could 
not speak. We agreed to believe the 
Lord together to unloose her tongue. 
We prayed. I said to the girl, "Say 
'Amen.' " She answered with a loud 
"Amen!" The mother rejoiced in the 
Lord. 
The ministry of God's Spirit was 
never more real to me in my teaching 
and preaching than during this time 
in Zimbabwe. God is certainly "grow-
ing his church" in Zimbabwe. What 
a joy to minister in a crowded church 
every time a service was announced. 
We praise the Lord for the good 
foundation Brethren in Christ World 
Missions has laid in Zimbabwe. 
What a joy it will be when I reach 
heaven to greet those from Zim-
babwe whom I had a little part in 
introducing to the kingdom. 
I express my thanks to the Lord, 
the Antrim Church, the Board for 
World Missions, and the Zimba-
bwean Church for allowing me to 
serve the Lord for this little while in 
Zimbabwe. God is so good! 
18 Evangelical Visitor 
M PS| 
m » Living below 
m ft" our means 
Just recently a bevy of Scriptures 
has been crowding my mind. Let me 
share them with you. They are quoted 
from the King James version: "Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, . . . though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. 8:9). 
"If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast, and give to the poor" 
(Matt. 19:21). 
"Lay not up for yourselves trea-
sures upon earth" (Matt. 6:19). 
"Hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom?" (James 2:5). 
"They that will be rich fall into 
temptation" (1 Tim. 6:9). 
The blessing of God is promised 
to those who voluntarily make them-
selves poor for the kingdom of God's 
sake. Yet few of us North American 
Christians qualify in this last half of 
the 20th century. It is not that we 
despise the poor or that we are not 
generous. We say, "It's all right to be 
poor if you have to be, if that is your 
lot." But to make ourselves poor for 
the kingdom of God's sake is the 
furthest thing from our minds. 
Yet the challenge of the Word of 
God and the example and exhorta-
tion of the Son of God is for us to do 
just that. Scriptures teach that, until 
we have learned to live below our 
means for the kingdom of God's 
sake, we have not really learned to 
give, and we certainly have not 
begun to sacrifice. 
Poverty and riches are relative 
terms. The person who would be 
considered poor in our society be-
Reprinted by permission from the August 
19, 1987, issue of Alliance Life. 
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cause he does not own a car or a TV 
set, or because she lives in a humble 
dwelling and is forced to buy second-
hand clothing, would still be consid-
ered rich in a place like India. Mil-
lions there make their home on the 
streets, have only the clothes on their 
backs, and live on the borderline of 
starvation. 
Jesus was probably not that poor, 
but he did say, "The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath 
nowhere to lay his head" (Matt. 
8:20). He was poor not only from the 
standard of having left the glories of 
heaven to come to earth, but he 
literally dwelt among the poor of the 
earth as one of them. 
We stand in awe of the condescen-
sion of the Son of God, who made 
himself poor that we might enjoy the 
riches of heaven. We are amazed at 
the generosity of the newly-converted 
Zacchaeus: "The half of my goods I 
give to the poor"(Luke 19:8). We are 
shamed by the sacrifice of the widow 
who gave "all that she had, even all 
her living" (Mark 12:44). 
The ultimate in 
giving is not 
tithing; it is 
following in 
Jesus' footsteps 
and living below 
our means. 
But in our hearts we constantly 
are being lured onto the reefs of 
covetousness by the siren of acquisi-
tiveness, the appeal of the material. 
Are we not always wanting more of 
this world's goods than we have? 
In our churches we often say, "If 
only every Christian would tithe, 
then the church would have the 
money it needs." There is another 
way. If those of us who are rich (you 
be the judge before God as to your 
financial standing) would be willing 
to become poorer—not even poor in 
the sense of becoming destitute, just 
poorer—for the kingdom of God's 
sake, the church would have no lack. 
Let us stop looking at the tithe and \ 
remember Christ's words, "Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall much be required" (Luke 12:48). 
The ultimate in giving is not tithing; 
it is following in Jesus'footsteps and 
making ourselves poor, living below 
bur means. And in our affluent 
society, that is impossible apart from 
a new vision of the meaning of Cal-
vary. Jesus gave his all for us. What 
are we giving to him? 
I am convinced that the reason 
our Christian young people are not 
volunteering for service overseas is 
not the rigors of life in a primitive 
culture, nor a reluctance to subject 
themselves to tropical heat or arctic 
cold, nor a fear of living in some 
politically unstable and potentially 
life threatening environment. It is a 
reluctance to give up the hope of 
financial independence and material 
prosperity, the "good life" our afflu-
ent society offers them. The proof of 
this is that young people of the world 
think nothing of serving for mone-
tary gain with multinational corpo-
rations under less than ideal circum-
stances. 
What a pity that the corruptible 
crown has more attraction and pro-
vides more incentive to the children 
of this age than does the crown of life 
to the children of God. Truly, as 
Jesus said, "The children of this 
world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light" (Luke 
16:8). They know where their reward 
comes from and they go for it. Do 
we? 
ii 
MHS challenges churches to stand 
by those who are mentally ill 
The Mennonite Health Services meet-
ings were filled with anxiety and excite-
ment about what its new and broadened 
mandate might bring. 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
changed its name to Mennonite Health 
Services (MHS), effective September 
26. This name change reflects its new, 
broadened mission. MHS will now guide 
and support a variety of health care pro-
grams, previously operated by other 
Mennonite agencies and institutions, as 
well as guide its mental health institu-
tions and sponsor mental health and 
developmental disabilities advocacy pro-
grams for congregations and families. 
King's View Corporation, MHS-mem-
ber center located in Fresno, Calif., 
played a gracious host to those who 
attended the September 28 to October 1 
meetings. 
It was apparent, observing from the 
sidelines, that a tremendous feeling of 
fraternity exists among the eight member 
centers located in the United States and 
Canada. One of MHS's goals, recorded 
by MHS Executive Director Carl Good, 
is to develop and maintain effective 
communication and strong fraternal ties 
among the member centers within the 
MHS organization. 
Business sessions were preceded with 
Because MCA/Universal displayed a 
"callous indifference to the Christian 
faith" in releasing "The Last Temptation 
of Christ," the National Association of 
Evangelicals is calling on evangelicals to 
boycott the purchase of the video cassette 
version of the film "E.T.: The Extra-
terrestrial," scheduled for release in 
October. 
"If we can significantly impact the 
profits that MCA/Universal expects 
from the 'E.T.'video, that should get the 
film industry's attention," says NAE 
Executive Director Billy A. Melvin. 
"We believe MCA/Universal should 
be held accountable for their intolerance 
and insensitivity," Melvin insists. "It's 
altogether appropriate for evangelicals 
to express their displeasures by refusing 
to purchase MCA/ Universal products. 
If evangelicals boycott the 'E.T.' video, 
we will forcefully communicate a very 
clear message." 
a symposium, "The Prolonged Mentally 
111: A Congregational Issue," in which 
keynote speaker Newton Maloney chal-
lenged the church to stand with those 
who are mentally ill. 
Conrad Wetzel, chairman, reminded 
the listeners of the Old Testament meta-
phor of God pitching a tent with his 
people. Wetzel referred to words such as 
"Emmanuel" (God with us) and "Para-
clete" (One who stands beside us) and 
encouraged a holy impatience with the 
church for not being incarnate. He sug-
gested that those wishing to see God 
should look at and relate to those who 
are mentally ill. 
Henry Landes, vice president of Penn 
Foundation, a member mental health 
center in Sellersville, Pa., gave a "Reflec-
tion on Life and Death and Hope." He 
focused on the pain of endings, citing as 
an example his resignation from Penn 
Foundation. A strong sense of hope, 
however, came from the book of Job 
and passages in Isaiah such as, "Fear 
not, I have called you by name." 
Since the initial inspiration for estab-
lishing mental health care facilities came 
from young Mennonite men who did 
alternative service in state-operated 
mental hospitals during World War II, 
it came as no surprise that there was a 
"We are acting in the spirit of the First 
Amendment,"the NAE executive direc-
tor contends. "We have every right to 
express our concern when religious be-
liefs are distorted or handled in an insen-
sitive manner." 
NAE is also calling on evangelicals to: 
pray that the makers of "The Last 
Temptation of Christ" become sensitive 
to the concerns of Christians and de-
velop a respect for Christian beliefs; 
express appreciation to theaters which 
elect not to show the film; boycott seeing 
"The Last Temptation of Christ" and 
those theaters which elect to show it; 
and write MCA/Universal indicating 
disappointment at the release of "The 
Last Temptation of Christ" and an 
intention to boycott the video, "E.T." 
(Letters should be addressed to Mr. 
Sidney Sheinberg, President, MCA Inc., 
100 Universal City Plaza, Universal 
City, CA 91608.) 
constant reminder and challenge to con-
tinue to reflect belief and values in care-
giving congruent with the Anabaptist 
vision. 
During business sessions, the Mission 
and Structure Committee submitted its 
final draft of revised MHS bylaws. The 
board then spent two sessions debating 
the document. Discussion became ani-
mated when distinctions were made 
between sponsored members and affil-
iated members. Sponsored members 
have different commitments and privi-
leges than affliated members do. 
In the end, the bylaws were adopted. 
The next step is to submit them to MCC 
U.S. for its consideration. 
Tim Wiens, chair of Mennonite 
Development Disabilities Services 
(MDDS), reported on recent activities 
and future goals such as developing a 
"how to" kit for theological forums. He 
also reported on another exciting con-
cept, that of partner families being iden-
tified as co-workers with families with a 
developmentally disabled member. 
Carl Good reviewed the international 
program, focusing on plans for increased 
involvement and support in Paraguay 
and Brazil. Agnes Sawatsky, an ex-
change nursing student from Paraguay, 
reported on her training and work at 
King's View. 
The meetings closed with reports of a 
China exchange, a planned Soviet ex-
change, a rapidly developing MCC 
Canada Mental Health Program, the 
Recovery of Hope Program for troubled 
marriages and the KAIROS project for 
recruiting professionals. One could not 
leave without being excited about being 
connected to an organization such as 
this. 
However, amidst the posh surround-
ings of King's View corporate office 
accented with oak and brass, the ques-
tion of professionalism versus the Ana-
baptist vision had an obviously discon-
certing affect on the group. Board mem-
ber Dorothy Gish put the concern and 
question into focus: "How do we go 
beyond just being professionally excel-
lent and relate our learning to our 
faith?" Another board member stated 
succinctly: "I don't know if we will ever 
be comfortable with the notion of being 
professional Anabaptists." 
Perhaps the greatest challenge for 
MHS will be to continue to obey God's 
call to bring healing to the whole person 
in our competitive, professional world. 
—Steve Thiessen, Fresno, Calif., MCC 
News Service 
NAE urges boycott of "E.T." video cassette 
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Application deadline: February 1 Short-term assignments start 
Scholarships available for 
mental health study programs 
Mennonite Health Services and the 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
Mental Health Program invite college 
or graduate students pursuing careers in 
mental health fields to apply for 
scholarships. 
The scholarships, to be awarded for 
the 1989-1990 academic year, are avail-
able from the Elmer Ediger Memorial 
Scholarship fund. Elmer Ediger was one 
of the founders of MHS and the director 
of Prairie View Mental Health Center in 
Newton, Kan., from 1957 until his death 
in 1983. The fund, named for Ediger in 
1984, was originally called the Menno-
nite Mental Health Scholarship Fund. 
The fund, administered by a four-
person committee from Canada and the 
United States, helps young people get 
the training they need to serve people 
with mental illness and with develop-
mental disabilities. 
The scholarships will be between $500 
and S1,000, and are available to students 
The National Campaign for a Peace 
Tax Fund (NCPTF) recently submitted 
testimony to the Oversight Subcommit-
tee of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, which is reviewing the civil 
penalties contained in the Internal 
Revenue Service Code. The testimony 
of the National Campaign focused on 
the severity of penalties applied to con-
scientious objectors to military taxes. 
For example, one conscientious objec-
tor, who owed no taxes, was fined $500 
for filing a blank 1040 form to express 
his conscientious objection to military 
taxes. 
The testimony contains suggested re-
forms which would serve to avoid unnec-
essarily or excessively punishing a sin-
cere religious exercise. The 17 religious 
organizations endorsing the testimony 
(which included the Board for Brother-
hood Concerns of the Brethren in Christ 
Church) conclude that the U.S. Peace 
Tax Fund Bill would alleviate a persist-
ent burden on the IRS and would per-
mit these citizens to pay their full share 
studying in Canada or the United States 
who have not received Ediger scholar-
ships previously. Five or six students 
receive scholarships yearly. 
To qualify, candidates must be grad-
uate students or in their final two years 
of undergraduate work with a declared 
major and vocational interest in mental 
health, developmental disabilities or re-
lated fields. Applicants should have at 
least a B+ college grade average. 
Other factors considered are service 
experience; active membership in a Men-
nonite, Brethren in Christ or Church of 
the Brethren congregation; attendance 
at a church-related college; and financial 
need. 
Applications and supporting data 
must be received by February 1, 1989. 
MHS will announce winners April 15, 
1989. For applications write: Menno-
nite Health Services, Box M, Akron, 
PA 17501. 
of tax without violation of religious 
conscience. 
Dave Brubaker, executive director of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, 
notes that at the 1982 General Confer-
ence, the Brethren in Christ endorsed 
the legislation before Congress which 
would establish the Peace Tax Fund. 
The proposed legislation would permit 
persons morally opposed to war to have 
the military part of their taxes allocated 
to peacemaking. 
According to NCPTF executive di-
rector Marian Franz, "The U.S. govern-
ment, to fulfill its commitment to the 
protection of civil liberties, must protect 
those individuals whose consciences allow 
them no other choice than to decline to 
pay the military portion of their taxes." 
Persons wishing more information 
about the Peace Tax Fund Bill may con-
tact the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns, P.O. Box 246, Mt. Joy, PA 
17552, or NCPTF, 2121 Decatur PI, 




Jonathan Imboden, of Mechanics-
burg, Pa., has begun a one-year term 
with the Intermenno program in 
Enkenbach-Alsenborn, West Germany. 
There he will be working as a farm 
assistant for the first six months, and 
will probably move to another place-
ment in the country for the second half 
of the year. 
Jonathan was last employed as a 
kitchen assistant at the Paxton Street 
Home, Harrisburg, Pa. A graduate of 
Messiah College, he is a member of the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church. 
His parents are John and Mildred Im-
boden of Mechanicsburg. 
The one-year exchange program with 
Europe is administered by the Inter-
menno Training Committee, made up 
of representatives from the Netherlands, 
Germany, Switzerland, and France. 
Young people in the program spend a 
year working and living with European 
Mennonites, learning to know Euro-
peans firsthand. Thirty-nine North 
American youth shared in an August 
13-15 orientation at MCC headquarters 
in Akron, Pa., before beginning this 
year's term in Europe. 
Robert Knaggs begins 
SALT assignment 
Robert (Rocky) Knaggs of Delisle, 
Sask., began a ten-month Mennonite 
Central Committee SALT (Serve And 
Learn Together) assignment in Van-
couver, B.C., in September. 
Robert, a graduate of Delisle High 
School, will be working with L'Arche, 
an organization which provides residen-
tial services to mentally handicapped 
individuals. He is a member of the De-
lisle Brethren in Christ Church. 
The purpose of the SALT program is 
to provide young people with a short-
term service and learning experience. 
Participants study the Bible together, 
work at a variety of social service assign-
ments, and participate in the life of 
sponsoring congregations. The Vancou-
ver SALT unit is sponsored by the 
Peace (General Conference) Mennonite 
Church. 
Testimony submitted by 
Peace Tax Fund committee 
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Allegheny Conference 
The 25 Messiah Village Singing Men shared 
their music with the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg. Pa., on Sept. 25. • On Sept. 4. the 
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, viewed the 
film "Moun ta in Lady" narrated by Stuart Hamb-
lin. • Pastor J. Richard Lehman of the Big Valley 
congregation, Belleville, Pa., attended the G R A D E 
seminar, Sept. 26-29, at the Carlisle, Pa., church. • 
Becky Swartz, a 1974 Messiah College graduate 
who has toured the U.S., Canada , Brazil, and 
Korea, gave a p rog ram of sacred music on Oct. 16 
for the Carlisle congregat ion. • The Chuck Brad-
ley church growth films have been shown during 
the first quar ter Sunday school hour of the Cedar 
Grove church, Miffl intown, Pa. Pastor Dale and 
Pauline Allison were installed Sept. 18. 
Henry Ginder spoke recently to the Cedar 
Heights congregat ion. Mill Hall, Pa., on "Sancti-
fication . . . a Crisis and a Process." Alvin and 
Tha ta Book, on fur lough f rom Venezuela, showed 
slides on Sept. 11. • T w o films abou t cults, "Wit-
ness of J ehovah" and "The God Makers ," were 
shown Oct. 16 and 23 to the Chambersburg, Pa., 
congregat ion. • Doug Sider f rom Saskatchewan 
was speaker for the Sept. 9-14 revival services of 
the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa. 
Tha t Sunday included the new building dedica-
"The Purple Packet" 
into fourth printing 
Demand for "The Purple Packet" has 
far exceeded initial expectations. The 
packet, prepared by the MCC Domestic 
Violence Task Force, is a collection of 
resources for pastors and congregations 
ministering to victims of domestic 
violence. 
It was first printed in spring 1987. 
Since then, 2,000 packets have been dis-
tributed; a fourth printing is scheduled 
for this month. 
Requests for the packet come from 
Mennonites and non-Mennonites, from 
church and secular groups, from Can-
ada and the United States. Secular 
groups find the packet useful, says Ruby 
Friesen Zehr, member of the Domestic 
Violence Task Force, because it speaks 
to faith issues that are common to many 
victims, regardless of where they even-
tually seek help. 
Many people requesting the packet 
appreciate the fact that the church is 
finally addressing this issue, notes 
Friesen Zehr. The church has too often 
tion. a tour , refreshments, and showing of the film 
"Jesus" on giant screen. 
On Sept. 18, young people and children were 
interviewed about their camp experiences and 
families reported on their vacations in the evening 
get-together of the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation. • 
Three persons were baptized on Sept. 18 in an 
af ternoon pond service by the Fairview Ave. con-
gregation, Waynesboro, Pa. Nine were received 
into membership on Sept. 25. • The Christ's Cru-
saders had a banquet Sept. 17 as part of special 
weekend activities of the Five Forks congregation, 
Waynesboro. Jere Brubaker spoke in the morning 
service and the youth gave the play "Hi jack" in the 
evening. • J im Skillen, former Grantham resident 
and executive director of the Association for Pub-
lic Justice, led an open fo rum Oct. 2 at the Gran-
tham, Pa., church on "Voting with a Mind for 
Justice." 
The Hanover, Pa., congregation began a news-
letter in September with Tim Har tman, editor. 
Charles Norman was revival speaker Oct. 2-5. • 
On Oct. 2-5. the Har tman Harmonies, a traveling 
family of evangelists, ministered to the Hollowed 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., with music, ven-
triloquism, art illustrations, and the spoken word. 
• The Women in Touch group of the Locust 
Grove congregation, York, Pa., enjoyed a cake 
decorating demonstrat ion on Sept. 20. Bishop 
been more of a problem than a help for 
many people working in the area of 
domestic violence. They say church teach-
ings have been used to condone abuse or 
to encourage women to submit to abuse. 
Others charge the church with complic-
ity simply for having kept silent so long. 
Copies of "The Purple Packet" are 
available from the MCC Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force. In Canada, write 
MCC Domestic Violence Task Force, 
205-1317A Portage Ave., Winnipeg, 
MB, R3G 0V3. In the United States, 
write MCC U.S. Office of Criminal Jus-
tice, 107 W. Lexington, Elkhart, IN 
46516. 
The task force plans to release a 
packet dealing with the issue of child 
sexual abuse during 1989. 
The MCC Domestic Violence Task 
Force was formed by MCC Canada 
Victim Offender Ministries and the 
MCC U.S. Office of Criminal Justice, in 
cooperation with the MCC Committee 
on Women's Concerns. Melita Rempel 
of Winnipeg, Man., coordinates the 
group; other members are Peggy Regehr, 
also from Winnipeg; and Clare Schumm, 
Shirley B. Souder, and Ruby Friesen 
Zehr, all from Elkhart, Ind. 
Kipe spoke on Oct. 5. • Curtis Bryant was revival 
speaker Oct. 16-23 for the Marsh Creek congrega-
tion, Howard, Pa. • God's Bible School Quartet 
gave a concert Sept. 18 for the Martinsburg, Pa., 
congregation. Bishop Glenn Ginder spoke Sept. 
25. 
The youth of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church 
planned to attend the Amy Grant, Michael W. 
Smith concert on Oct. 11. • September speakers 
for the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanics-
burg, included Jay and Judy Smith and Douglas 
Rogers. • On Sept. 11, the Montgomery congrega-
tion. Mercersburg, Pa., enjoyed the Morley Fam-
ily A Cappella Singers and Handbell Choir in the 
morning and a barn harvest meeting at night with 
singing, testimonies, poems, and a message. • 
Rally Day at Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin. 
Pa., was Sept. 25 with a potluck dinner and 
speaker Devon Bontrager, Allegheny Conference 
Church Developer. 
In October, the Mt. Rock congregation viewed 
the Zig Zigler film series, " H o w to Raise Positive 
Kids in a Negative World." Roger Witter is serving 
as assistant pastor on a voluntary basis until Dec. 
31, 1988. • The New Guilford congregation, 
Chambersburg. Pa., set a goal of 300 for "Come to 
Church Sunday" Sept. 25. The mothers and 
daughters had a Hawaiian luau on Oct. 1. • Pastor 
Fe t row spoke Sept. 4 on " W h o Is Raising My 
Children?" to the Roseglen congregation. Dun-
cannon, Pa. • Two persons were baptized Sept. 18 
at the Van Lear church, Williamsport, Md. • The 
West Shore congregation, Enola, Pa., had a picnic 
Sept. 24 at Hampden Township Park. 
Atlantic Conference 
Youth of the Community Bible Chapel, Sara-
sota, Fla„ recently enjoyed "Night of J o y " at Dis-
ney World. • On Sept. 11, a local couple, Andy 
and Sylvia Grosh, shared their vision with the 
Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., as they 
prepare for service with Wycliffe Bible Translators 
in New Guinea. • The Cross Roads congregation, 
Mt. Joy, Pa., had a family night Sept. 11 to hear 
and taste the story of stone soup; witness the dance 
of the Grecian urn; and make posters reflecting 
family histories. • Alice Dour te began Sept. 1 as 
head organist of the Elizabethtown, Pa., church. • 
On Sept. 4, J im and Letha Zook spoke to the 
Fellowship Chapel congregation. Bronx, N. Y„ on 
"God in Guatemala and Nicaragua." Thata and 
Alvin Book spoke Sept. 16 and 17. Sixty persons 
attended the first presentat ion of the Focus on the 
Family films. 
The young adults of the Free Grace congrega-
tion, Millersburg, Pa., had a Sept. 25 picnic at 
Wiconisco Creek Park . • Aug. 28 was designated 
Friendship Day for the Hershey, Pa., congrega-
tion with ground breaking at the building site, and 
a picnic and all-church Olympic games for the 
climax of VBS. Five young people were baptized 
recently. • On Sept. 11, the Hummelstown, Pa., 
congregation planned "Celebrate 88: Let Your 
Heart Sing with Friends." The day included per-
sonal expressions on the joy of fr iendship by long-
time members and former pastors and wives; a 
noon meal under a large tent; and music by the 
Y F C group Exaltat ion. • The Messiah College 
22 Evangelical Visitor 
Singers gave a program of psalms and hymns 
during the Oct. 9 morning service of the Lancaster, 
Pa., congregation. 
"The Man f rom Aldersgate," a one-man play 
with actor Roger Nelson about 18th century evan-
gelist and reformer John Wesley, was given Oct. 2 
at the Manor church, Mountville, Pa. • On Sept. 
18, missionaries Alvin and Thata Book spoke to 
the Mastersonville, Pa., congregation. • On the 
evening of Sept. 25, Tom and Sharon Huckel, 
representatives of Chosen People Ministries, a 
mission organization to the Jews, spoke on the 
tabernacle and sang for the Mt. Pleasant congre-
gation, Mt. Joy, Pa. Three persons were baptized 
recently. • Sanford Alwine, deacon at the Carlisle 
church and professional marriage counselor, was 
the adult resource person for the Palmyra, Pa., 
congregation's retreat at Kenbrook Camp, Sept. 
30—Oct. 2. 
Sept. 18 was set apart by the Pequea congrega-
tion. Lancaster. Pa., for prayer and fasting for 
renewal, and for footwashing and communion. • 
On the evening of Oct. 9, a drama and music 
troupe f rom the Lancaster church brought the 
play "The Sign of J o n a h " to the Refton, Pa., 
congregation. • Darrell Smucker was installed 
Sept. 4 as pastor of the Ridgeview congregation, 
Roanoke, Va. " T h e Billy Graham film "Cry f rom 
the Mounta in" was shown Sept. 18 at the Silver-
dale, Pa., church. • Jay and Judy Smith spoke on 
Sept. 18 at the Skyline View congregation, Har-
risburg, Pa. The congregation had a "guess-who's 
coming to dinner" on Oct. 2. • On Sept. 18, the 
Stowe, Pa., congregation participated in a harvest 
home service with two other community churches. 
Canadian Conference 
Kid's Club started Sept. 21 at the Cross Roads 
church, Guelph, Ont. • Don Miller spoke to the 
Omegans of the Falls View congregation, Niagara 
Falls, Ont., at their annual retreat Sept. 9-11 at 
Cave Springs. • The Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., held a special congregational 
meeting recently to discuss their philosophy of 
ministry and a recommendation to hire a full-time 
youth pastor. • John and Ethel Sider visited the 
Kindersley, Sask., congregation Sept. 29 to give an 
update on missions in India. • The Siders also 
spoke at the Lakeside church, Calgary, Alb., on 
Sept. 25. Banks, Brown, and Company, a con-
temporary men's gospel quartet, was in concert in 
the Sept. 18 morning service. 
The September through February sermon series 
at the Massey Place church, Saskatoon, Sask., is 
"Life at Full Potential," a study of Ecclesiastes. • 
The North East Community congregation, Cal-
gary, Alb., has begun a new study of the book Out 
of the Saltshaker and Into the World. An all-you-
can-eat hot dog roast was Sept. 30. • The Oak 
Ridges, Ont., congregation scheduled revival meet-
ings with Bill Baublitz for Oct. 16-23. • On Sept. 
12, the women of the Ridgemount church, Hamil-
ton, Ont., heard a stockbroker speak on finances. 
Recent events at the Rosebank church, Peters-
burg, Ont., include: a farewell service for Gary 
Hallman, departing to teach English in Switzer-
land; two new families and three young, single 
adults attending the church; a slide presentation 
by Kevan and Trudy Albrecht about Timber Bay 
Children's Home which so moved a community 
couple that they applied to serve at the home. • On 
Sept. 18, the Gilmore Trio treated the Sherkston, 
Ont., congregation to a night of music and praise. 
The senior citizens met Sept. 14 for table games, a 
"buzz" session, and quilting. 
The Canadian Bible Society gave a presentation 
and film about China on Sept. 18 to the Springvale 
congregation, Hagersville, Ont. • On Sept. 11, 
Abe and Mildred Yoder, who did short-term 
voluntary service in Zimbabwe, spoke to the 
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation. • This year the 
Welland, Ont., congregation is expanding their 
Pioneer Clubs to include boys grades 1-6. The 
Tony Campolo film, "You Can Make a Differ-
ence," was shown on Sept. 18. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
planned a renewal series Oct. 14-16 with Ken Gib-
son. • The Ashland, Ohio, church hosted the 
Northeast Ohio women's retreat on Oct. 8 with 
speaker Karen Little on "Loving the Difficult Per-
sons in Your Life."* The Christian Union congre-
gation, Garrett, Ind., had a "How to Share Your 
Fai th" workshop on Oct. 1. Oct. 16 was Celebra-
tion of Friendship Sunday. • The Fairview con-
gregation, Englewood, Ohio, is beginning use of 
"One-to-One," a nine-week discipling study. Si 
Lehman was scheduled for Five Nights for Growth 
meetings, Oct. 22-26. 
The Highland congregation. West Milton, Ohio, 
had a "blended family" seminar on Sept. 24 for 
stepparents. The Snyder Evangelistic Team minis-
tered on Oct. 2. • The Lakeview congregation, 
Goodrich, Mich., has begun a children's music 
program. September was prayer month. • "Prov-
erbs for a Happy Marriage and Happy Family" 
was the theme of an Oct. 8 retreat by J. Andrew 
Stoner for the Mooretown congregation. San-
dusky, Mich. • Louis Cober, and Alvin and Thata 
Book spoke to the Morrison, 111., congregation 
Oct. 11 on the Venezuelan ministry. • Crafts, food 
booths, and quilts by the Nappanee, Ind., congre-
gation netted more than $2,000 for the Michiana 
Mennonite Relief Sale, Sept. 23-24. 
On Oct. 2, Bishop Owen and Ardys Alderfer 
related information about their Africa trip to the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. • On Sept. 28, 
the youth and children of the Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio, saw a clown play, 
"The Greatest Star of All,"at the Lincoln Theater. 
• Oct. 9 was set aside by the Union Grove congre-
gation, New Paris, Ind., for their sesquicentennial 
celebration. It included a keepsakes museum at 
the Daniel Stump homestead; a worship service 
patterned after those of 150 years ago; a noon 
meal; and a 2:00 celebration unveiling a history of 
the congregation by Carl Stump. 
On Sept. 25, 109 people were present at the 
Western Hills church, Cincinnati , Ohio, for 
Friendship Sunday, nearly doubling normal at-
tendance. In preparation for the event, the congre-
gation had received weekly handouts on topics 
such as seeking the lost, spreading the gospel, and 
helping a brother. The planners enlisted the help of 
regular attenders as ushers, greeters, and musi-
cians. Special aspects of the day were speaker 
Andrew Stoner, a carry-in meal, and skits. 
Midwest Conference 
On the evening of Sept. 4, Diane Robson 
showed slides of her work with Campus Crusade 
in Nigeria to the Abilene, Ks., congregation. • The 
Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa, had a 
Sunday school picnic Sept. 10. Ladies' Bible study 
resumed the first Monday in September. • The 
Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation planned a 
car wash recently to raise building funds. The 
architect presented preliminary plans on Sept. 11. 
• The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., attended 
an old fashioned hymn sing and ice cream social in 
Hope Park on Sept. 18. • The sermon Sept. 4 for 
the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., was "Prayer 
meeting: relevant or relic?"* The Midwest pastors 
and wives' retreat was Sept. 12-15 at Horn Creek, 
Colo. Resource person was Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance pastor Don Bubna from British 
Columbia. 
Pacific Conference 
Sept. 14 was kick-off day for the Pathway Pio-
neer's Club of the Moreno congregation, Moreno 
Valley, Calif., for ages four through ninth grade. • 
The Ontario, Calif., congregation planned an all-
church picnic for Sept. 25. • On Sept. 11, junior 
church resumed at the Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore., under the leadership of Alice Kroeker 
and Grace Barnick. The congregation was called 
to partcipate in the Oct. 8 M C C Fall Festival in 
Albany, Ore. • Dan and Donna Oxley were in 
concert Sept. 18 at the Upland, Calif., church. The 
congregation has received the resignation of Pas-
tor John Snook, effective Feb. 28, 1989. 
For the Record 
Births 
Boyer: Bradley Scott, Sept. 17; Scott and Toni 
Boyer, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Brillinger: Kurt Andrew, Sept. 1; Kenneth and 
Bonnie (Sproxton) Brillinger, Heise Hill congre-
gation, Ont. 
Cunningham: Cassandra Lee, Aug. 31; John 
and Kelly Cunningham. Westheights Community 
congregation, Ont. 
Eshleman: Atlee James, Sept. 11; Timothy and 
Pamela (Goss) Eshleman, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Fischer: Terra Renee, Oct. 1; Larry and Teresa 
Fischer, Union Grove congregation, Ind. 
Mennonite Central Committee 
Ontario invites applications for 
the position of Executive Direc-
tor, beginning July 1989. Infor-
mation describing qualifications 
and responsibilities will be sent 
to interested persons on request. 
Nominations are also welcome. 
Applications will be received 
up to November 30, 1988. Write 
to: 
The Search Committee 
MCC Ontario 
50 Kent Avenue 
Kitchener, Ontario 
N2G3R1 
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by Luella Lofthouse 
Heise Hill Church, Ont. 
Canadian Conference 
How a Brethren in Christ 
ministry changed my life 
Learning to read as a child was a big 
event in my life. I remember the thrill of 
picking up anything printed and being 
able to read it. 
I learned about the Brethren in Christ 
Church through reading "Sunbeams," 
"Youth's Visitor," Evangelical Visitor, 
Handbook of Missions, Canadian Con-
ference and General Conference min-
utes, and periodicals of our church school 
that came to our home. I also learned 
about the Brethren in Christ Church 
f rom the business meetings, local and 
regional. 
I learned to know people through the 
regular services of the congregation, and 
became aware of complete commitment 
to Christ through their lives and testi-
monies. I experienced the relationship to 
Christ that these people had, and then 
learned about growth through the minis-
try of the Word. 
I discovered missions as a child when 
Anna Stickley and the Clarence Heises 
went to India—the farewell services and 
the return, telling of their experiences. 
Praise the Lord! Today I am rich in 
Christian friendships and our periodi-
cals keep me informed about news, out-
reach in this country, and missions 
abroad. 
Wherever I go I meet brothers and 
sisters I have met before in our literature. 
In heaven our friends will be known and 
loved, and we will meet many which we 
now know only by name on the printed 
pages. 
by Janet M. Peifer 
Refton Church, Pa. 
Atlantic Conference 
Though I became a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in my mid-
208, these 17 years of affiliation with the 
denomination have far exceeded my 
hopes and dreams. I have had the privi-
lege of serving under three pastors at the 
Refton Church who have encouraged 
me to try my wings and discover my 
spiritual gifts. 
That discovery was soon accompa-
nied by a strong desire to further my 
education. As the oldest of eight children 
in a Mennonite pastor's family, my 
acquiring a four-year college education 
after high school wasn't even considered. 
Later, personal circumstances were 
less than advantageous for pursuing a 
college education. I was the mother of 
two elementary-aged children, and my 
husband and I were in the process of 
buying our home and caring for other 
expenses of family life. Waiting (not 
always patiently) for the green light to 
proceed toward further education in-
volved more than 10 years. 
Now, after an incredible set of circum-
stances, I have a degree in religious stud-
ies from Messiah College (spring 1988). 
Every semester at Messiah was challeng-
ing, adequately preparing me for semi-
nary studies. 
Being a middle-aged student at Mes-
siah had its financial benefits, since it 
qualified me for the mature student dis-
count. The Covenant Grants through 
the denomination were also greatly ap-
preciated. I feel I received the best possi-
ble undergraduate education I could 
have gotten anywhere. 
As the Lord grants me years and 
health, I want to express my gratitude to 
the College and the denomination by 
serving the Brethren in Christ Church as 
a faithful and willing servant of Jesus 
Christ. 
24 Evangelical Visitor 
Francis: Gloria Patricia, Sept. 18; Rexen and 
Loraine (Buckwalter) Francis, Stowe congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Gilmore: David John, Aug. 15; Terry and 
Teresa (Rickman) Gilmore, Wainfleet congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Graham: Jason Robert, Sept. 16; Scott and 
Judy (Thomas) Graham, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Hartman: Andrea Jean, July 20; Ron and 
Alice (Long) Har tman, Alta Loma congregation, 
Calif. 
Heberlig: Allen Luke, Sept. 12; Rodney and 
Janet Heberlig, Mt. Rock congregation. Pa. 
Henley: Jenna Kaitlyn, Aug. 14; Todd and 
Kaye (Byer) Henley, New Community congrega-
tion, Calif. 
Holland: Brandi Ralene, Aug. 12; Donald and 
Rachel Holland, Conoy congregation. Pa. 
Jones: Emily Suzanne, Sept. 10; Harry and 
Susan Jones, Cumberland Valley congregation. 
Pa. 
Kawate: Mariko, Aug. 28; Toru and Dora 
(Myers) Kawate, Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Devon Jeffrey, Sept. 10; Todd and 
Marian (Engle) Lehman, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Leyland: Raquel Elizabeth, Aug. 28; Rick and 
Sherilyn Leyland, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Lofthouse: Mark Donald Edward Glen, Sept. 
2; Donald and Bonnie (Wideman) Lofthouse, 
Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Lopez: Rosalyn Hope, Sept. 19; Bob and Ruth 
(Musser) Lopez, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Martin: Charlanne Michelle, July 14; Scott 
and Lisa Martin, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Moore: Jesse John Donald, Aug. 18; Paul and 
Cheryl (Long) Moore, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Rissinger: Ellen Patricia, Sept. 16; Bruce and 
Jeanne (Kershaw) Rissinger, Upland congrega-
tion, Calif. 
Schuh: Allison Rose, June 15; Dan and Sally 
(Harmon) Schuh, Chino congregation, Calif. 
Shafer: Drew Elliott, Sept. 17; Dan and Kathy 
(Miller) Shafer, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Stone: Marie Alexis Mae, June 28; Brenda 
Stone, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Thomas: Morgan Chanel, Sept. 6; John N. and 
Sandra (Frey) Thomas, Manor congregation. Pa. 
William: Prema, Sept. 16; Robert and Punitha 
William, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Brost-Lund: Lori Anne, daughter of Robert 
and Joanne Lund, Ridgeway, Ont., and James 
Edward, son of Edward and Doreen Brost. Ridge-
way, Aug. 13, at the Sherkston Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Leonard Chester officiating. 
Dickel-Crabb: Paula Sue, daughter of Goldie 
Crabb, Elizabethtown, Pa., and David III, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Dickel, Elizabethtown, Sept. 
23, at the Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Kenneth L. Engle officiating. 
Hess-Funk: Lynn M., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert D. Funk, Washington Boro, Pa., and 
Gerald L., son of Mr. and Mrs. Abram H. Hess, 
Conestoga, Pa., Sept. 24, in the Central Manor 
Church of God, Washington Boro, with Paul F. 
Keefer officiating. 
Kendig-McCabe: Angie, daughter of Dale and 
Wilma McCabe, Dayton, Ohio, and Craig, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Kendig, West Carrollton, 
Ohio, Aug. 27, at the Dayton Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Lewellyn-Volle: Michelle, daughter of Albert 
and Barbara Voile, West Chester, Ohio, and 
Tony, son of Ron and Pat Lewellyn, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Sept. 10, at St. Michael's Church. 
McBeth-Baguio: Maria-lmelda, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Mario Baguio, Setauket, N.Y., and 
Timothy David, son of Dr. and Mrs. David P. 
McBeth, Grantham, Pa., Sept. 24, at the Gran-
tham Brethren in Christ Church with the father of 
the groom officiating, assisted by Rev. David 
Zercher. 
Miller-Mercer: Claire, daughter of David and 
Sharon Mercer, Wainfleet, Ont., and Wayne, son 
of Harold and Diane Miller, Carlisle, Pa., Aug. 
13, at the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Alex Moir and Rev. Dwayne Hulett 
officiating. 
Musser-Gorog: Beth Ellen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Gorog, Dover, Pa., and Jeffrey 
Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Musser, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Sept. 3, at the Cumberland 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ray 
Bert, Rev. Emerson Walker, and Rev. Paul Gorog 
officiating. 
Rossetto-Davis: Donelda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ken Davis, Dillsburg, Pa., and Carl, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Rossetto, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., Sept. 17, in the Grantham Brethren in Christ 
Church with Dr. Robert B. Ives officiating. 
Thurman-Charman: Cheryl Anne, daughter of 
Gordon and Venora Charman, Stayner, Ont., and 
Timothy O'Brian, son of Ed and Jenny Thurman, 
Stayner, Aug. 20, at the Stayner Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Visser-King: Phyllis Jean King, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Millard Hostetter, Hope, Ks., and 
Richard Avery, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Visser, Herington, Ks., Aug. 20, at the Rosebank 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Mikow 
and Rev. Jesse Dourte officiating. 
Warkentin-Devereux: Lori, daughter of Daniel 
and Patricia Devereux; Fort Erie, Ont., and Dean, 
son of Rudy and Joan Warkentin, Wainfleet, 
Ont., Aug. 19, in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating. 
Wengert-Frey: Sherry Lynn, daughter of John 
and Nancy Frey, Maytown, Pa., and Curtis Brian, 
son of Samuel and Mary Wengert, Shippensburg, 
Pa., Sept. 10, at the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Witters-McBeth: Dora Sue, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. David P. McBeth, Grantham, Pa., and 
Gregory Joseph, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Edward 
Witters, Mechanicsburg. Pa., Aug. 20, at the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with Dr. 
John Fries officiating, assisted by the father of the 
bride. 
Zook-Groff: Beth Ellen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. M. Wade Groff, Lancaster, Pa., and Elias E., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob L. Zook, Gordonville, 
Pa., Aug. 20, at the gazebo at the Greenfield 
Industrial Park, Lancaster, with District Justice 
Stella Caldwell officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brown: Onata S. Brown, born Jan. 14, 1901, 
died Sept. 1. Surviving are a brother, Alvin L. 
Shope; and a sister, Dorothy S. Kaufmann. Onata 
was a member of Colonial Park United Church of 
Christ and the Messiah Village Brethren in Christ 
Church. Memorial services were held at the Mes-
siah Village Chapel with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
officiating. Interment was in Shoop's Cemetery, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Flagg: Agnes Caroline Flagg, born Nov. 24, 
1902, died Aug. 21. She is survived by 8 children, 
Annie Grant, Marion Costello, Margaret Crafter, 
Dorothy Beasley, Martha, George, Paul, and Ben; 
28 grandchildren; and 34great-grandchildren. She 
and her husband Isaac, who preceded her in death 
in 1959, served as deacon couple of the Wainfleet, 
Ont., congregation. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Robert Rolston and Isaac Flagg 
officiating. Interment was at Maple Lawn 
Cemetery. 
Klassen: Frank Klassen, born May 11,1919, in 
Hepburn, Sask., died Aug. 30. Surviving are his 
wife, Ella Mae (Foote); 7 sons, Frank, Fred, Gary, 
Paul, Aaron, Toby, and Vern; 1 daughter. Avis 
Blowers; a brother; a sister; and 15 grandchildren. 
Four brothers and a sister preceded him in death. 
Frank was a farmer and member of the Oak Grove 
Log Church, Gladwin, Mich. He was known for 
writing and singing original Christian songs. Pas-
tor Melvin Stauffer officiated at the services. 
Kruger: Marcia S. Kruger, born Jan. 11, 1953, 
died Aug. 29. She is survived by her husband, 
Darrell; a son Caleb; and a daughter Sonya. Mar-
cia was a member of the Christian Union Church 
where she helped with children's church. The ser-
vice was held at the funeral home with Rev. Gar-
land Wittington officiating. Interment was in the 
Christian Union Cemetery, Garrett, Ind. 
May: Edna May, born June 10, 1921, died 
Sept. 15. Surviving are her husband, Edwin May; 
and a son, Albert Hunt. Edna was a regular 
attender at the Western Hills Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where the service was held with Rev. Paul Z. 
Hess officiating. Interment was at Baltimore Pike 
Cemetery. 
Nissly: Charlie R. Nissly, born May 19, 1896, 
the son of Levi and Annie (Raser) Nissly, died 
Aug. 16. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Alma (Good); a brother; and two sisters. Surviv-
ing are two daughters, Opal Kuehl and Audrey 
Irving; four brothers; four sisters; four grandchil-
dren; and eight great-grandchildren. He was a 
retired farmer and member of the Mound Park 
Church, Dallas Center, Iowa. A prayer service was 
held at the Brandt Funeral Home with Rev. 
Dwayne Potteiger officiating. Rev. Millard Hal-
deman conducted the graveside service. Interment 
was in the Brethren Cemetery. 
Schock: Jacob Frey Schock, born July 7,1914, 
the son of Jacob M. and Annie (Frey) Schock, 
died Sept. 9. Surviving are his wife, Katie (Ginder) 
Schock; two sons, J. Eugene, and Richard L.; two 
daughters, Kathryn Roberts and Linda Yousey; 
six grandchildren; one great-granddaughter; four 
sisters; and three brothers. Jacob had been a 
farmer and a custodian at Millersville University, 
and a member of the Manor Church. He had 
resided at Messiah Village. The service was held at 
the Manor Church with Rev. John Hawbaker and 
Rev. Henry Hostetter officiating. Interment was in 
the Schock family cemetery. 
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Churches fail to reap fruits of 
members' increased incomes 
Although Americans are richer than 
ever before, church members are finding 
places other than church to spend their 
money. 
According to a just-completed analy-
sis, the average American had $2,511 
more available to spend (after taxes and 
inflation) in 1985 than in 1968. 
However, in that same period, church 
giving in 31 denominations increased an 
average of $49, just 2 percent of the new 
disposable income. (See Figure 1 and 
related Tables 1 and 2.) For the Brethren 
in Christ Church, the change was a 
decrease of $ 17.98 (in constant 1982 dol-
lars) between the years 1968 and 1985. 
(See the graph and related Tables 1 and 
2). 
In 1968, members in the 31 denomi-
nations gave an average of 3.05 percent 
Data for a Comparison of the Growth in 
Brethren in Christ Church 
Contributions with 
U.S. Per Capita Income for the Years 1985 and 1968 
TABLE 1: Brethren in Christ Membership, Total Contributions, Total Congregational Contributions 
and Total Benevolences in Current Dollars: 1985 and 1968. 
Data Year 









1985 15,535 S 11,483,400 58,504,354 52,979,046 
1968 8,954 S2.278.456 51,645,256 5633,200 
TABLE 2: Comparison of Brethren in Christ Per Capita Total Contributions, Congregational and 






































1985 5739.20 5547.43 5191.76 SI 1,872 111.9 5660.59 5489.22 5171.37 510,609 
1968 5254.46 $183.75 570.72 S3.037 37.5 5678.57 S489.99 5188.58 S8.099 
Results of 1985 Data minus 1968 Data: (517.98) (50.77) (S17.21) 52,511 
(In the Graphics and Table 2, Total Contributions may not equal the sum of Congregational Finances and Benevolences due to rounding. 
S O U R C E S 
1. Data Year 1985: Full or Confirmed Membership, Total Contributions, Total Congregational Contributions and Total 
Benevolences were obtained directly from the denomination. Data Year 1968: Full or Confirmed Membership and Total 
Congregational Contributions were obtained from the 1971 YACC and revalidated by the denomination. Total 
Contributions and Total Benevolences were obtained directly from the denomination. 
2. Disposable Personal Income in Current Dollars, 1985 and 1968: Survey of Current Business, U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis (BEA), November, 1987, p. 9 and March 1986, p. 115, respectively. 
3. Implicit Price Deflators for National Income [Index Numbers, 1982=100): 1985, Survey of Current Business, November, 
1987, p. 15; 1968, National Income and Product Accounts of the US., 1929-82, U.S. BEA, 1986, p. 338. 
R E M A R K S (See Appendix C for context.) 
Corrected Data Year 1985: "You may have taken these figures from our agenda which had some corrections when minutes 
were printed." 
of their total per capita disposable in-
come to the church. In 1985, the average 
percentage was 2.79. 
Thus, by 1985, income after taxes and 
inflation increased 31 percent over the 
1968 base level. Meanwhile, per member 
giving as a percentage of income was 8.5 
percent less than the 1968 base. Per 
member benevolences as a percentage of 
income over 23 percent less than the 
1968 level. 
Researchers John and Sylvia Rons-
valle have analyzed church giving data 
from a total of 37 Protestant denomina-
tions, including 31 with data from 1968 
and 1985. Their report, entitled "A 
Comparison of the Growth in Church 
Contributions with United States Per 
Capita Income," has just been released. 
The study compares changes in church 
member giving levels between the late 
1960s and mid-1980s with the growth in 
U.S. per capita income. Although other 
studies have looked at giving levels in 
the private sector, for the first time giv-
ing patterns are contrasted with the 
growth in personal disposable income. 
The result is a demonstration of not only 
where giving currently stands, but also 
where giving might have been, in light of 
increased income. 
By studying per member giving rates 
in each denomination, membership 
fluctuations within any given denomi-
nation were minimized. Giving rates 
varied among the 37 denominations as 
can be seen in Table 3. 
The results of this study indicate 
church members have the resources to 
significantly increase giving. 
"Since 1950, for the first time in his-
tory, the majority of people in some 
societies, including the U.S., have had 
discretionary income beyond basic 
needs. However, church giving has not 
reflected this newly available money," 
according to Sylvia Ronsvalle. "Churches 
may want to consider being more asser-
tive in competing for a greater share of 
their members' increased disposable 
incomes." 
Denominational officials were asked 
26 Evangelical Visitor 
After correcting for inflation, 
Brethren in Christ giving 
decreases since the 
late 1960s. 
t o r eva l ida t e d a t a p r ev ious ly p u b l i s h e d 
in t he Yearbook of American and Ca-
nadian Churches. T h i s d a t a w a s t hen 
c a l c u l a t e d o n a pe r m e m b e r bas is f o r 
e a c h d e n o m i n a t i o n . C h a n g e s in g iv ing 
b e t w e e n t h e late 1960s a n d the m i d -
1980s w e r e c o n t r a s t e d w i t h i n c o m e 
c h a n g e s f o r p e r c a p i t a p e r s o n a l d i s p o s -
a b l e ( a f t e r - t a x ) i n c o m e d u r i n g the s a m e 
p e r i o d . B o t h g iv ing a n d i n c o m e f igures 
were a d j u s t e d t o c o n s t a n t 1982 do l l a r s 
t o a c c o u n t f o r in f l a t ion . 
A copy of the complete report has been 
received by Harold Chubb, General Treas-
urer of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
TABLE 3: Change in Per Member Total Contributions as a Percentage of U.S. Disposable Personal Income for 37 Protestant Denominations in 
Constant 1982 Dollars. 
Total Total Contrib/ Contrib/ Change in 
Contributions Income Contributions Income Income Income Contrib/Inc 
Denomination Name DataYr'85 DataYr'85 Data Yr'68 DataYr'68 DataYr'85 DataYr'68 '85-'68 
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.* $178.56 $10,609 $197.96 $8,099 1.68% 2.44% -6.76% 
The American Lutheran Church* 208.49 10,609 204.25 8,099 1.97 2.52 -0.56 
Associate Reformed Presbyt.Church (Gen. Synod)* 423.81 10,609 330.99 8,099 3.99 4.09 -0.09 
Baptist General Conference 624.081 10,820' 510.94 8,099 5.77' 6.31 -0.54' 
Baptist Missionary Association of America 192.23 10,609 172.382 8.2002 1.81 2.102 -0.292 
Brethren in Christ Church* 660.59 10,609 678.57 8,099 6.23 i.ii -1.15 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)* 378.70 10,609 341.84 8,099 3.57 4.22 -0.65 
Church of God (Anderson, Ind.)* 512.27 10,609 499.15 8,099 4.83 6.16 -1.33 
Church of God General Conference (Oregon, 111.)* 588.18 10,609 366.87 8,099 5.54 4.53 1.01 
Church of the Brethren* 320.94 10,609 253.47 8,099 3.03 3.13 -0.10 
Church of the Nazarene1 550.(19 itim 543.54 i.m 5.66 <!.7i -i.7l 
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference* 470.79 10,609 462.16 8,099 4.44 5.71 -1.27 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church* 256.22 10,609 198.29 8,099 2.42 2.45 -0.03 
The Episcopal Church 495.52 10,609 224.752 8.2002 4.67 2.742 1.932 
Evangelical Congregational Church* 272.21 10,609 280.43 8,099 2.57 3.46 -0.90 
Evangelical Covenant (Church* 719.41 l0 ,6 te 665.70 8,099 6.78 7.4$ -6.76 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod* 328.45 10,609 266.07 8,099 3.10 3.29 -0.19 
Evangelical Mennonite Brethren Conference* 1,059.81 10,609 535.17 8,099 9.99 6.61 3.38 
Evangelical Mennonite Church* 746.72 10,609 631.57 8.099 7.04 7.80 -0.76 
Free Methodist Church of North America* 818.43 10,609 797.35 8,099 7.71 9.85 -2.13 
Friends United Meeting* 165.87 10.6M 131.77 i.m 2.69 2.86 -6.17 
General Association of General Baptists* 247.14 10,609 187.61 8,099 2.33 2.32 0.01 
Lutheran Church in America* 218.33 10,609 201.31 8,099 2.06 2.49 -0.43 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod* 302.74 10,609 320.17 8,099 2.85 3.95 -1.10 
Mennonite Church* 584.31 10,609 388.53 8,099 5.51 4.80 0.71 
Moravian Church in America, Northern Province* 3^1.52 10,609 196.77 8!M9 3.4l 3.59 -0.18 
North American Baptist Conference* 542.35 10,609 412.90 8,099 5.11 5.10 0.01 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church* 742.46 10,609 596.29 8,099 7.00 7.36 -0.36 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)* 434.19 10,609 304.86 8,099 4.09 3.76 0.33 
Reformed Church in America* 536.30 10,609 404.41 8,099 5.06 4.99 0.06 
Reformed Church in the United States 4mi 16,60$ M.6V 8.1662 4.52 1.202 
Seventh-day Adventists* 687.57 10,609 891.82 8,099 6.48 11.01 -4.53 
Southern Baptist Convention* 262.12 10,609 187.06 8,099 2.47 2.31 0.16 
United Church of Christ* 250.36 10,609 224.56 8,099 2.36 2.77 -0.41 
The United Methodist Church 226.90 10,609 189.882 8.2002 2.14 2.322 -0.182 
The Wesleyan Church 709.63 10,609 889.653 8,327J 6.69 lfi.68J - « 9 J 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod* 309.58 10,609 262.35 8,099 2.92 3.24 -0.32 
•Composite for 31 Denominations4 $296.44 $10,609 $247.40 $8,099 2.79% 3.05% -0.26% 
'indicates those denominations included in the 1968 and 1985 Composite of 31 denominations. 
'Data Year 1986. 
2Data Year 1969. 
3Data Year 1970. 
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"America's Best Colleges" 
According to the annual U. S. News & 
World Report special report on educa-
tion released in the October 10 issue of 
the magazine, Messiah College has been 
ranked as one of "America's Best Col-
leges." The magazine hit the newsstands 
Monday, October 1. 
The survey included approximately 
2,500 colleges and universities broken 
down into five categories based on 
guidelines used by the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement for Teach-
ing: national universities, national lib-
eral arts colleges, comprehensive colleges 
and universities, small comprehensive 
colleges, and regional liberal arts col-
leges. The study identified the best 25 
institutions in each category and ranked 
Messiah College 8th out of the 167 small 
comprehensive colleges. 
For the first time in the history of the 
survey, U.S. News used data based on 
objective criteria, a significant change 
from previous years. The objective mea-
sures were derived mainly from The 
Annual Survey of Colleges, a data base 
maintained by The College Board. The 
criteria included the nature of the stu-
dent body as determined by the selectiv-
ity of the college's admission policy; 
average standardized college entrance 
examination scores; high school stand-
ings for entering freshmen (percentage 
in top 25 percent of their graduating 
class); strength of the faculty, quality of 
the teaching, and the percentage of the 
faculty with doctorates or the appro-
priate terminal degree; institutional re-
sources including endowment dollars 
per student; library budget per student 
and faculty salaries; and the ability to 
retain students through graduation, 
which includes the percentage of fresh-
men who return the next year as 
sophomores and who graduate in four 
years. 
Small comprehensive colleges are 
those that enroll between 1,500 and 
2,500 students. Accordingto U.S. News, 
these colleges offer the "best of both 
worlds." The magazine goes on to say 
that, "Beyond admitting good students, 
keeping a strong faculty and supporting 
both with sufficient resources, the best 
small comprehensive colleges offer stu-
dents the fruits of both academic worlds: 
The vast array of liberal arts and profes-
sional programs found at larger institu-
tions and personal settings traditional at 
schools specializing in the liberal arts. 
[These are] schools with fewer than 
2,500 students that have discovered a 
host of ways to set themselves apart 
from the crowd." 
Messiah College has experienced tre-
mendous growth over the last 25 years, 
from 293 students in 1964 to 2,179 stu-
dents this fall. There has been an 8 per-
cent enrollment increase over last year 
alone, yet Messiah has not sacrificed the 
personal atmosphere of its campus for 
the pursuit of a larger student body. 
As a small comprehensive college, 
Messiah also demonstrates a good bal-
ance between professional and liberal 
arts programs. Approximately 45 per-
cent of Messiah students enroll in pro-
fessional and pre-professional programs, 
and approximately 45 percent in liberal 
arts. The remainder of the students— 
usually freshmen and part-time students— 
have not declared a major. 
Two professional programs experienc-
ing growing student interest are engi-
neering and nursing. In the school's 
engineering program, juniors and seniors 
now attend Messiah's 20-year-old Phil-
adelphia campus to complete their de-
gree by taking classes at Temple Univer-
sity. Messiah is currently developing an 
engineering curriculum, which, pending 
the necessary approvals, will enable stu-
dents to finish all four years at the Gran-
tham campus. The nursing program has 
developed an excellent track record by 
seeing 100 percent of its 1986 and 1987 
graduating classes pass the National 
Council Licensure Examination for 
Registered Nurses. The 1988 statistics 
are not all in yet, but the results should 
be similar. Enrollment in liberal arts 
fields is also increasing. The Depart-
ment of History and Political Science, 
for example, has expanded by almost 
150 percent in the last five years. 
In addition to Messiah, other Christ-
centered colleges of the Christian Col-
lege Coalition recognized in the report 
are Taylor University, Upland, Ind., 
which was 20th among regional liberal 
arts colleges; Oral Roberts University in 
Tulsa, Okla., 20th among comprehen-
sive colleges and universities; and Azusa 
Pacific College, Azusa, Calif., 25th 
among small comprehensive colleges 
and universities. 
Chance to catch free 
sports on Community Night 
As the winter sports season quickly 
approaches, mark Saturday, Nov. 19 on 
your calendar. That is Community Night, 
when all guests will be admitted free to 
as many as three intercollegiate contests. 
At 2:00 and 4:00 p.m, the Messiah 
College Invitational Women's Basket-
ball Tournament will hold its consola-
tion and championship games. The 
teams competing with Falcon women 
will be Gordon, Albright, and King's 
Colleges. At 8:00 p.m., the men's bas-
ketball team will host Swarthmore 
College. 
Community Night will also feature 
displays about Messiah College and its 
many facets. Student diplomats will be 
on hand to give tours of the college, and 
musical entertainment will be provided. 
Youth groups are welcome. 
For more information about Com-
munity Night or the other youth group 
nights, contact the Admissions office at 
(717) 691-6000. 
mmS** 
•A Mennonite Central 
Committee production 
28-minute film or VHS video 
cassette 
Refugees from around the 
world tell their stories and their 
hopes for peace and a better 
life. 
• Contact any MCC office for 
free loan. 
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Quesims 
Onesimus, one who has been like a son 
to you in the faith, to Paul, who has 
always treated me with the tenderness 
and compassion of a father. Peace to 
you from our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has made us true sons of our eternal 
Father. 
We are in the midst of a great festival 
season here, beginning with Thanksgiv-
ing and culminating in the celebration of 
our Savior's birth. The season, unfortu-
nately, is fraught with difficulties in the 
church, as the culture has taken over the 
celebration and materialism all but 
chokes it out. It is a continuing miracle 
of the incarnation that the true spirit of 
the season can be known at all. The 
grace of Jesus Christ is greater than all 
things! It is not the difficulties of the 
church's involvement in the pagan at-
tachments of the holiday that I want to 
write about today, however. It is the 
children that concern me now. 
Paul, I feel that there is a dangerous 
trend among the parents in our churches 
to require a strange kind of obedience 
from their children. As Christians, the 
parents, of course, want their children to 
become believers. In line with this desire, 
some teach an obedience that I fear is 
more about a deep psychological slavery 
than about true faith. Children are con-
sidered "good" if they think and act the 
way they are taught to think and act. 
They are a good reflection on the par-
ents when they respond meekly, consid-
erately, and completely unselfishly. Chil-
dren must always agree with their 
parents. The obvious problem is that 
children don't do this. When I pause to 
think about it, I'm not so sure we want 
them to. Do we really want "good" 
children filling our churches, if this is 
what they have been taught? 
Children who follow these rules end 
up unable to think on their own, don't 
they? Which of us is so flawless that we 
should be obeyed without considera-
tion? And how are the children to learn 
to listen to the Holy Spirit if they must 
always agree? I know that most children 
are not taught to be "seen and not 
heard" any more. Well, some are not 
taught that. But even the noisy families 
may not be hearing their children. 
I fear the idea that a child's will must 
be "broken." There are more ideas that 
seem to accompany this parenting style 
that stresses obedience. Let me see if 1 
can express the feel of some of them that 
stay hidden, but still operate. There's the 
message given to children that a feeling 
of duty produces love and that hatred 
can be done away with by forbidding it. 
(1 wish 1 could forbid hatred or produce 
love so easily in my own heart!) There's 
the sense that the pretense of gratitude is 
better than honest ingratitude, and that 
a low degree of self-esteem makes a per-
son altruistic. Strong feelings are harm-
ful, say some parents, and parents are 
"always right." And then there's the poi-
sonous idea being communicated that 
neither parents nor God would survive 
being offended. 
The role of parenting is important 
and very difficult today, Paul. 1 don't 
think the parents are all wrong as they 
seek to train their children in obedience. 
They are not malicious in their intent at 
all. You have made it clear that obe-
dience is to be required of children (Eph. 
6:1-3). But what does it mean to "bring 
them up in the training and instruction 
of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4), if it doesn't 
mean to teach them to work out their 
doubts as Thomas did, to wrestle with 
God as Jacob did, to take in the grace of 
Jesus Christ as you did yourself? Surely 
we would all like to be doubt-free and to 
trust our Lord by offering absolutely 
consistent obedience, but we don't. And 
God meets us with grace. I hope the 
parents in our churches will work to not 
exasperate their children as you suggest. 
I hope that they will extend grace as they 
teach obedience. Otherwise the mes-
sages that are sent to the children are far 
different from the ones God sends to us. 
Do you have further instructions in this 
area? 
Grace to you through Jesus Christ 
from God, our Father, who is ever com-
passionate to prodigals. 
—Onesimus 
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Resource Catalog 
FROM MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE: 
The 1988-1989 Resource Catalog is now available. 
The catalog lists over 400 audiovisuals and printed materials available 
from the MCC Resource Libraries. Special sections on: 
• MCC Mission 
• Food and Hunger Concerns 
• Peace and Militarism 
• Different Cultures 
• Children's Materials 
All audiovisuals are loaned free and most printed materials are also 
free. To obtain your free copy of the catalog, contact any MCC office. 




This fall I've been looking forward to 
the 20th anniversary reunion of my col-
lege class. I don't know what to expect. 
Some members of my class I still know 
well, others I know about, while others 
seem to have dropped off the edge of the 
earth. Who will show up at this reunion? 
What will they be like now? How will I 
feel by comparison to them? What will 
we have to show for our 20 years out in 
the "real world"? 
As 1 anticipate this reunion, with all 
the memories of the past that it evokes, I 
wonder about myself and look for con-
nections between the person I was then 
and the person I've become. I think 
about "our" decade—the '60s—and its 
impact on us. And I think about my 
spiritual journey, about my faith and the 
changes it's gone through as I've passed 
from young to middle adulthood. 
I was so young when I graduated— 
what did I know? I certainly didn't know 
who or whether I would marry. I didn't 
have clear direction on what I wanted to 
do, although I was trained for a career 
and there were grand possibilities sug-
gested by professors who had more faith 
in me than I did. I was idealistic, ready 
to right all the wrongs in the world. 
I'm 20 years older now, not nearly as 
innocent as 1 was then. I'm married, 
with two children; I've worked hard, not 
always successfully, at blending caring 
for my family with a "career" that's 
taken a number of unexpected turns 
since college graduation. In spite of var-
ious achievements, however, I some-
times feel as though I haven't measured 
up to anyone's expectations—including 
my own. Age and pragmatism have 
tempered but not destroyed my idealism. 
When I get together with others who 
left college the same time I did, how will 
I feel? How will our stories compare? Is 
there anyone whose life has turned out 
exactly as they would have predicted? 
By what standards does one measure 
success over 20 years? A marriage that is 
still intact? Hanging in despite setbacks? 
Healthy, intelligent children? Wealth, 
fame, lots of degrees and awards behind 
one's name? No jail record? Respect in 
one's home community? A reputation 
for reliability on the job? A strong and 
mature faith that has weathered many 
storms? Something about this reunion 
brings out all these self-assessing ques-
tions; I wonder if others have them as 
well. 
The year we graduated, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy were 
assassinated, many college campuses 
were upset by student protests, and the 
Democratic National Convention was 
the scene of ugly riots. It was a tumultu-
ous time. 
Writing just last year in The Closing 
of the American Mind, Allan Bloom 
blames the '60s for doing what his title 
suggests—closing the American mind. 
He claims that colleges and universities 
in the '60s became hostages to demands 
for relevance and meaning in curricu-
lum—as defined by the anti-establish-
ment and racial turmoil of the moment 
rather than by the long European tradi-
tion of learning and culture. Some of 
what Bloom says rings true, but for me 
the '60s were a time of awakening, of 
opening my mind to new ideas and ways 
of perceiving reality. 
I grew up rarely questioning any-
thing, but in college I had some of my 
most basic assumptions challenged. 
There was the older student with whom 
I had many useless but fascinating dis-
cussions about Christianity. She could 
come up with every reason under the 
sun for not being a Christian. At the 
same time, I went through my own crisis 
of faith. While some would say that such 
crises are negative things, I'm convinced 
that I needed mine to jolt me out of 
complacency and to help me understand 
others who experience similar crises. 
That first crisis has been followed by 
others, all different, but all necessary 
stepping stones to a more mature faith. 
In my files I have a page which out-
lines adult life stages. According to this 
outline, my college friends and I are in 
middle adulthood—the "deadline de-
cade." Two of the tasks of this stage of 
adulthood are mid-life evaluation of self 
and life and learning to manage the 
stress that accompanies change. Cele-
brating the 20th anniversary of college 
graduation, when hopes were high and 
the possibilities endless, confronts each 
of us with questions about the progress 
of our lives. Are we on the right track? 
What changes will the future bring? 
Coming from our separate lives yet held 
together by the common bond of our 
college experience, how can we encour-
age each other for the years ahead? 
Phoebe 
Join the new 
Brethren in Christ 
Book Club 
As a member you get copies of new releases shortly after printing and a certain 
savings of 20 percent. This is an effortless way of keeping your Brethren in Christ 
library up to date. 
• YES, please enlist me in the Brethren in Christ Book Club so that I will receive a 
copy of each Evangel Publishing House publication right after it is printed. I under-
stand I will receive an invoice with the book at a 20 percent discount from the retail 









(If you don't want to cut up this 
issue, just send us a letter asking 
to join the club.) 
Mail to: Evangel Publishing House 
P.O. Box 189 
Nacoanee. IN 46550 
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'diPoria! 
To my never-ending series of attempts at being more 
domestic and more Anabaptist (by blood and rearing I'm 
neither), I've today added yet another adventure. Ever 
made an Amish chicken pie? The recipe came from a 
reputable new cookbook. Over the weekend, I boiled and 
boned the bird. And this morning at 8:00 I set out— 
foolish person that I am—to attempt to compile the 
ingredients. (I did learn years ago from reading The Total 
Woman never to open the freezer at 4:00 p.m. and 
wonder what's for supper. At least my meal is planned 
before I leave for work, I rationalize, even if the outcome 
isn't the Ritz. Of course, the book came out before 
microwaves and convenience foods.) 
It's now 12 noon, and the concoction sits in the refrig-
erator awaiting its trial by fire. As the verdict draws near 
from the three gourmet critics I live with, I rue the hour I 
decided to try to add "good country cook" to my list of 
accomplishments. And I'm quite certain that the poor 
chicken can't figure out why she sacrificed her life to lie 
on a bed of mushy carrots, potatoes, peas, and watery 
gravy, only to be topped with "pie dough" that could pass 
for the main character in a taffy pull. 
What's the point, you ask? A few lessons come to 
mind. 
First, in cooking as in life, I should admit when I've 
erred, when I've decided I surely must be smarter than the 
author of the recipe. Yes, I confess that three tablespoons 
flour, five cups broth, and one cup milk seemed like 
ridiculous proportions for gravy. (I ask you, doesn't 
anybody know that's too little flour for that much liq-
uid?) So, I fiddled with the measurements, reducing the 
broth and increasing the flour. It seemed logical at the 
time. 
Second. Having realized that my arrogant attitude 
toward the gravy had gotten me in a pickle (sorry), I 
Parable of the chicken pie 
decided to follow the book to the letter in preparing the 
crust topping. So I did, only to find that by the time it 
said, "Roll out dough and spread over chicken,"a gooey, 
sticky glob lay before me in the bowl. No way would it 
roll without adding a significant amount of flour. What 
was I to do? I obviously had not atoned for my transgres-
sion on the gravy by attending to every jot and tittle of the 
dough. Did I now continue to trust the recipe and leave 
the dough as it was, even though I couldn't roll it? Lesson: 
trusting the recipe is often very difficult in the face of 
apparent failure. 
Third. With the dough carefully spooned atop the 
chicken layer, I decided it's never over till it's over. 
(Thank you, Yogi Berra. That line is for the men who 
may have been tempted to stop reading by now.) As the 
dinner hour approaches, I wonder whether my botched 
chicken pie will experience a miraculous transforma-
tive healing in the refrigerator. I refuse to give up. The 
peas are still peas, the chicken still chicken, the dough 
still. . . . Well, I haven't lost hope that the situation is 
salvageable. Some may have opted to throw it all out, but 
I choose to cook it, put it to the test, and hope for the best. 
Finally, lesson four: awaiting the final judgment would 
be painfully difficult without grace. I'm so glad that I 
don't need to earn my family's love by cooking them 
great meals. Well, yes, it would help, but I'm grateful they 
try to see my other strengths and forgive me for my lack 
of prowess in the kitchen. That makes these next few 
hours bearable. I tried to please them; my motives were 
pure and upright. I can go on living and trying without 
suffering paralyzing remorse. My family, I trust, will 
forgive me if the pie ends up soup . . . or a brick. 
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Witnessing—a 
Christian vital sign 
by J. Ralph Wenger 
A New Testament principle, which is 
obvious to the serious student of the 
Bible, is that the individual believer, as 
well as believers collectively, should be a 
witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus' last words to his disciples, who 
were soon to become the Church, in-
formed them that they should be wit-
nesses unto him. We find this a factor in 
the growth of the New Testament Church. 
It was said of them, "they went every-
where preaching (witnessing to) the gos-
pel." It was a way of life with them. The 
Apostles, especially Paul, are models of 
witness for the Lord. 
As prayer, Bible knowledge, and fel-
lowship are vital signs of the believers, 
so is witnessing. We will be a witness. 
Either a genuine confession of who 
Jesus Christ is will come from our lives, 
or it will be a corrupted and false 
witness. 
The word witness used several times 
in the New Testament can be translated 
martyr. Martyr translated has the con-
notation of being a "sign post." 
What is the role of a sign post? It is 
there to give a message. The message 
does not change even though people 
ignore it, decide not to believe it, and 
even curse it. It still stands in position 
and gives out its message. This is exactly 
the role of a martyr. A martyr will wit-
ness to the truth no matter the reaction, 
abuse, or outcome. 
The Church has been obedient down 
through these many centuries in foster-
ing the symbolism of witness in the rit-
ual of baptism. Baptism is a witness to 
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the world and to the church that as a 
believer we have decided to be a follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It identifies us 
with his Church and his people. We are 
now people of the Way. 
So often it stops there. Witness seems 
to be seen as one initial event in the life 
of the believer, and from there on it is 
not important. Sure enough, we will be 
seen with other believers. But are we 
"sign posts'? Have we committed our-
selves to let the world around us know 
that Jesus Christ and his Church are a 
vital and eventful part of our lives? 
Witnessing is many faceted and criti-
cal. We witness silently; we witness 
through deed, through word, through 
association. We witness by what we 
endorse or do not endorse; and by how 
we fellowship, pray, and apply God's 
Word. All these are facets of witnessing. 
Some areas of witnessing which we 
as Brethren in Christ need to sharpen 
We cannot escape the role of giving 
verbal as well as silent witness to the 
grace of God in our lives. Surely the 
Christ-like life must accompany the 
verbal testimony. We need both. 
We seem to think that to denounce 
evil and injustice are sufficient. But as 
witnesses of the Lord and the Church, 
we cannot merely "curse the darkness." 
We need to "light candles" to dispel the 
darkness. Lost men and women need to 
be evangelized. We must come out of 
the closet and let those around us know 
what the Lord requires of his followers. 
A witness will follow the divine man-
dates of the Word of God no matter the 
cost. 
We will be witnesses in the market-
place, in our homes, through our rela-
tionships, and by our testimony. 
Witnessing is part of evangelism. We 
are not doing a very satisfactory job of 
evangelizing in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 1 believe we are beginning to 
improve, but we are still very quiet on 
sharing our faith. 
The Board for Evangelism and Church 
Planting gives direction to us. We need 
to support and be involved in this con-
cern which is so easy for us to push 
aside. The Lord holds us accountable to 
find those people in our lives to whom 
the witness of the Living Lord Jesus is 
our responsibility. In my case one of 
these areas is my city block. It isn't easy, 
but the Lord is helping me to be involved 
as a witness with several of my neighbors. 
He calls us to be a witness to the 
political process and structures. Dr. 
Martin Luther King—a churchman, and 
a Christian—was used to stir many of us 
to be involved. He models something 
good for us to follow. The sin and injus-
tices we see around us need to be 
addressed by the church. This affects the 
believer in lifestyle as well as leading us 
to influence the political structure. The 
pro-life stance is a valid illustration. 
God calls us to proclaim his Word. As 
followers of Christ and the Church, we 
will proclaim God's Word both individ-
ually and collectively. 
Someone has made the observation 
that until a body of believers under-
stands that people outside of Christ and 
the Church are lost, they will seldom do 
anything about witnessing. May the 
Lord move us to be his witness in this 
our day. 
J. Ralph Wenger is 
bishop of the Pacific 
Conference of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. He 
and his wife Joan live in 
Rancho Cucamonga, 
Calif. 
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